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C0NTSMP0B/.F3:  ACCOUNT 
91   REMOVAL  OF 

(Excerpt  from  Daily  State  Journal, 
September  £0,  1871) 

#  #  # 

LI8C0LH 

Fine!  Removal  of  the  Remains  of 
our  Martyred  President — Inci- 
dents of  the  Occasion. 

The  remains  of  President  Lincoln  were  deposited  in  the 
public  receiving  vaiut  of  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  May  4th,  1865.  The 
Sstioatl  Lincoln  Monument  Association,  which  had  been  previously 
orgtni^eci,  assumed  a  legal  form  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  One 
of  its  first  acts  was  to  take  measures  for  building  a  temporary 
vault  as  b   receptacle  for  the  remains  of   Mr.  Lincoln  until  the 
monument  could,  be  built.  The  veult  was  erected  during  the  summer, 
and  on  the  81st  of  December  the  remains  were  removed  from  the 
receiving  vault  to  the  new  one.  Mr,  Lincoln's  son  Willie,  who  died 
in  Washington,  was  brought  to  Springfield  on  the  4th  of  May  and 
removed  into  the  new  vault  on  the  fist  of  December  also,  it  the 
stm&   time  the  remains  of  his  sou  Eddie,  who  was  nBiaed   for  Col, 

rd  D.  Belter #  and  died  in  childhood,  was  exhumed  in  Hutchinson 
cemetery  and  brought  into  the  temporary  vault. 


Thorn* s  T.  Lincoln,  (Tad)  the  youngest  son  of  President 
Lincoln,  died  in  Chicago,  July  15th  1071.  The  catacomb       Just 
beer;  completed,  his  remains  sere  brought  to  Springfield,  ?nd 
on  Monday  the  17th  were  deposited  in  the  west  one  of  the  five 
crypts.  At  i  meeting  of  the  association  on  the  ?■?&   of  August 
last,  Goveriior  Oglesby  ess  instructed  to  confer  with  Jude  ( 

of  Blooming ton,  end  Robert  T.  Lincoln  of  Chicago,  end  the 
three  to  fix  a  day  for  the  removal  of  the  remain!  of  Mr,  Line 
Upon  eonfering  to gather,  they  named  the  19th  dry  of  September. 
There  was  no  publicity  made  of  what  they  were  about  to  do.  b 
few  personal  friends  were  notified  of  the-  mat  er,  end.  at  the 
tine  appointed — three  o^clock  yesterday  afternoon — there  mere 
about  two  hundred,  persons  at  the  monument  to  wi  trier  r  the  event. 
Thirteen  of  the  fifteen  members  of'      BSOCiation  '"ere  in 
attendance,  besides  Senator  Trumbull,  Judge  Daris,  Robert  T. 
Lincoln,  Senator  Berer&dge,  Gov.  Brown,  of  Via a our 1,  end  aereraJ 
others  from  i  distance,  Including  a  number  of  delegates  to  the 
Republican  Convention  today,  end  a  considerable  amber  of  the 
citizens  of  Springfield. 

When  the  remains  of  Mr.  Lincoln  sere  removed  December  Blst, 
1865,  five  or  six  of  his  old  personal  acquaintances  viewed  the 
features  end  signer       r  stating  that  it  wes  the  person 
Abraham  Lincoln  beyond  c   doubt.  The  sane  tk  in-:  ess  done  yester- 
day, and    both  papers  are  on  file  with  the  secretary  of  the 
association.  This  was  done  that  the  evidence  of  identity  might 
remain  unbroken. 
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out  four  o'cIock  the  crsKet  contcinln»j  the  remains 
of  the  late  President  was  c  ->nveyed  to  the  cetscoab  and  deposited 
in  the  central  crypt,  end  then  the  reaains  of  Willie        ie 
vere  taken  and  put  together  in  the  crypt  to  the  right  of,  or  on 
the  west  of  that  in  which  the  body  of  Mr.  Lincoln  rests.   I 
the  father  end   three  sons  are  reposing  neir   each  other  in  thil 
national  Mausoleum*  The  president  of  the  association*  Gov. 
Oglesby,  then  announced  that  the  crypt?  would  be  sealed  up  to- 
cnd  there  being  no  further  business  before  the  association*,  ne 
declared  the  meeting  adjourned*  The  removal  was  done  quietly, 
but  rev  rently,  and  without  any  eeranonlali  whatever* 


CORTEMPORAEY  ACCOUKT 
21  fiE^OVAL  OF 
LINCOLN'S  REMAINS 
(Excerpt  from  Daily  Illinois  State  Register. 
September  20,  1871) 
»  #  ■# 
REMOVAL  0?  THE  BODY 
OF  LIKCOLS 
*  ■&  # 

Yesterday  the  body  of  .Abraham  Lincoln  was  pieced  in  the 
final  resting  place  in  the  tomb  of  the  Rational  Lincoln  Monu- 
ment. As  no  further  removal  is  to  be  made,  it  seems  proper 
to  note  the  events  which  have  preceded  the  occurrence  of 
yesterday. 

The  president  was  assassinated  by  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  on 
April  14th,  1865,  at  y:?-0  P.  M.,  and  died  at  twenty-two  minutes 
past  7  A.  M.  the  next  day. 

The  body  of  the  president  arrived  in  this  city  at  9  A.  M. 

on  May  3d,  and  on  May  4th,  was  deposited  in  the  public  receiving 

vault  at  Oak  Ridge.  The  Lincoln  Monument  Association  completed 

its  organization  on  May  11th,  1865,  and  built  the  vault  frora 

which  the  body  was  removed  yesterday.  On  December  21st,  1865, 

the  body  was  placed  therein.  At  that  time  the  bodies  of  Willie 

Lincoln  and  Edward  Baker  Lincoln  were  also  placed  in  the  vault. 

On  that  date  the  coffin  was  opened,  and  the  remains  were  viewed 

by  severs!  of  the  most  intimate  acquaintances  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 

and  their  attestation  of  the  identity  of  the  body  is  on  file 
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with  the  secretary  of  the  association. 

On  July  15th,  1871,  Thomas  T.  (Tad)  Lincoln  died  in 
ChlC&gO «  and  on  the  17th,  after  the  funeral,  his  body  was 
deposited  in  the  west  vault  of  the  tomb  under  the  monument. 

The  Lincoln  Monument  Association  at  its  last  meeting, 
August  88dj  1871,  determined  that  the  body  of  the  president 
shouldbe  (sic)  removed  yesterday,  September  19th.   In  the 
morning  Mr.  T.  C.  Smith,  undertaker,  opened  the  casket  and 
the  body  was  viewed  by  witnesses  who  testify  thet  it  w£-s 
plainly  recognizable  as  that  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

At  Z   P.  M.  the  following  members  of  the  association  were 

on  the  ground: 

Ex-Gov.  R.  J.  Oglesby,  president. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Dubois,  vice-president. 

Hon.  0.  M.  Batch,  secretary. 

Hon.  J.  Bunn,  treasurer. 

Hon.  Jas.  H.  Beveridge. 

Hon.  John  f,  Stuert. 

Col.  John  Willi am3. 

Hon.  8,  H.  Melvin. 

Hon.  0.  H.  ^iner. 

B,  Im  Phillips,  Eso. 

Hon.  $9   H.  Treat. 

There  were  also  present,  Senator  L.  Trumbull,  Judge  Dssvid 

Davis,  of  the  li.  S.  supreme  court;  Gov.  B.  Oratl  Brown,  of 

Missouri;  C.  E.  Lippincott,  strte  auditor;  E.  N.  Bates,  state 

treasurer;  Newton  Bateman,  superintendent  of  public  instruction; 

Gen.  E.  B.  Harlan,  governor's  private  secretary;  State  Senators 

Thomas  A.  Boyd  and  J.  L.  Beveridge;  Col.  John  Boutt,  U.  S.  Marshal 

southern  district  of  Illinois;  Hon.  Giles  A.  Smith. 
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COKTOrPOF./.RY  ACCOUNT 

OF  FEteOVAL  OF 

LINCOLN'S  SMASH 

(Excerpt  from  Daily  Ill.inqi.s_  Btate  JourB&l. 
April  15,  1867) 

#  #  # 

LINCOLN'S  REMAINS 

A  Long-Standing  Mystery  Finally 
Cleared  Away 

Where  the  Hero  Has  Been  Buried — Who 
.Attended  the  Moving — A  Description 
of  the  Proceedings — Mrs.  Lincoln 
Rests  by  Her  Husband. 

The  remains  of  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  taken  from 
their  secret  resting  place  yesterday  morning  and  interred  in 
the  north  vault  of  the  Lincoln  monument  in  Oak  Ridge  cemetery, 
near  this  city.  Where  the  remains  of  these  two  distinguished 
Americans  have  rested  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  veiled 
in  mystery.  Great  ear*  end  precaution  has  been   taken  to  keep 
the  event  of  this  morning  a  profound  secret.  In  1865  the  body 
of  the  martyred  President  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Lincoln 
Monument  Association.  This  association,  after  an  attempt  had 
been   rcsde  to  steal  the  remains,  called  to  their  assistance  an 
organization,  formed  for  the  purpose,  known  as  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  Honor.  The  former  association  was  composed  of  0.  M.  Hatch, 
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George  N.  Black,  Lincoln  Dubois,  John  V«  Bunn,  Christopher  C. 

Drown,  Jacob  Bunn  end  James  C.  Conkling.  The  Guard!  of  Honor 

embrace  J.  N.  F.eece,  J.  C.  Power,  J.  P.  Lindiey,  l«  B«  tfiggi.ns, 

Ed we rue  6.  Johnson,  Horace  Chapin  and  Clinton  L.  Conkling.  ail 

of  the  above  members  of  both  associations  were  present  yester 

morning  except  a  former  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Gulf 

Honor,  G.  S.  Dana  Mod  James  F.  McNeill,  respectively.  The  two 

letter  gentlemen  are  out  of  the  state.  The  Lincoln  Guard  of 

Honor  have  store  properly  had  charge  of  tne  remains.  So  gre,  t 

was  the  anxiety  that  they  would  be  stolen  by  unscrupulous  men, 

desirous  of  gaining  a  large  reward  for  their  return,  that  they 

were  placed  in  the  grave  unknown  to  the  public  and  in  fact  to 

any  but  the  members  of  the  two  associations,  from  wnich  they 

were  taken  today. 

Tuesday  the  following  notice  was  sent  to  eacxi  member  of 

the  organization. 

Dear  Sir:  liine  o1  clock,  Thursday  morning, 
April  14,  has  been  designated  by  the  executive 
Committee  as  tne  time  for  exhuming  the  remains 
of  Mr.  end  Mrs.  Lincoln,  for  burial.  Plea  re 
be  at  the  monument  8t  that  time.  Do  not,  on 
any  account,  let  a  reporter  know  it. 

J.   C.   FOUR. 

For  several  days  work  about  tne  .monument  has  been  kept  up 

very  diligently.  Masons  have  been  at  work  i  b:>ut  the  north  vault, 

but  every  one  connected  with  the  enterprise  was  sworn  to  secrecy 

and  strangers  and  citizens  were  not  permitted  to  go  around  to 

that  part  of  the  tomb.  When  questions  were  asked  the  inouirer 

was  informed  thet  repairs  were  in  progress. 


The  custodian,  J.  P.  Power  and  his  assistant  were  at  their 

posts  of  duty  very  early  in  the  morning.  When  a.  reporter  stepped 

froia  the  street  car  about  8  o1  clock  and  looked  ova*  in  the 

direction  of  the  monument*  all  he  could  see  was  a  sentinel 

learning  against  the  rail  on  the  south  end,     A  group  of  masons 

were  pulling  heavy  stone  about  the  north  end.  As   the  newspaper 

ritfi  reproached  he  was  watched  by  the  keen  eye  of  the  guard.  He 

walked  up ?  plaid  his  quarter  and  asked  to  be  shorn  through  the 

y 
monument.  The  man  rattlefi  anay  about  the  curiosities  that  are 

in  the  south  hall.  In  a  short  time  a  two  horse  carriage  was 

rapidly  driven  up  the  drive-way,  Mr,  Wiggins  bii&   Mr*  Bunn  came 

into  the  monument.  The  custodian  came  around  about  the  same  time. 

They  want  over  to  one  side  &n&   talked  about  some  papers.  Some 

more  gentlemen  canie.  The  newspaper  man  politely  excused  himself. 

Gen.  Eeeee,  Capt.  Chapin,  lion,  ^hris  Brown  and  one  or  two  others 

come   up.  Pretty  soon  Undertaker  Smith  come,  Joe  Lindley  of  the 

Alton  road  was  there.  Everybody  went  inside,  but  the  reporter  and 

a  colored  heck-driver.  The  latter  did  not  want  in  but  $$$a  former 

did.  He  was  the  only  men  of  his  kind  on   the  ground.  The  custodian 

came  out  and  wanted  the  reporter  to  go  away.  He  did  not  go.  The 

officer  than  went  around  to  where  thi  workmen  were.  Wash  Irwin, 

one  of  the  contractors,  came  back  with  him.  He  carried  a  cold 

chisel  ana  a  baisaer  in  his  hand,  his  brother,  Joe  Irwin,  followed 

hia  with  five  or  six  raen  and  a  lot  of  tools,  they  went  in  and 

the  grated  door  was  again  locked.  Mr.  Black,  a  member  of  the 

monument  association,  and  his  son  came  up.  The  son  sat  in  the 
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buggy  several  rod?  awey.  Th«  cup  toed,         rd   to  spy,  "I 
guess  we  might  as  well  go  to  work."  I  key  km  heard  In  a  door, 
then  fill  was  quiet  for  a  while.  Mr.  Jacob  5unn  cxirie  to  the 
door.  His  coft  was  covered  with  lime.  He  looked  sick  and  wanted 
fresh  air.   After  a  little  )tr«  Blacl  eUM  out  and  beckoned  to 
uis  Son.  Then  both  wast  in.  The  son  WM  the  first  man  to  be 
admitted  who  did  not  belong  to  either  one  of  the  associations. 
The  newspaper  man  protested,  but  in  vain.  He  wrs  very  persistent 
and  finally  got  in  on  the  argument  that  the  rule  had  been  broken; 
that  Mr.  Black1 s  son  had  been  admitted. 

A  coffin  with  the  lid  removed  stood  on  resters  on  the 
right  of  the  room,  headed  northward.   In  it  was  all  that  is  left 
of  President  Lincoln.  Twenty-two  years  ago  yesterday  he  Wl 
shot.  The  remains  were  a  remarkable  ease  of  preservation. 
Those  who  stood  around  and  had  known  Lincoln  when  slive  easily 
discerned  the  features.  They  were  very  distinct.  The  silver 
plate  on  the  coffin  lid  was  bright.   On  it  was  inscribed  t 
following. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

16  th 

President 

United  States. 

Born  Feb.  If,  1809, 

Died  Apl.  15, 

1865. 

The  secret  grave  was  directly  under  the  north  base  of  the 


obelisk,  about  thirty  feet  from  the  north  entrance,  but  only 

BSible  through  the  south  door.  A   door  in  the  north  of  the  hall 

where  the  Lincoln  relics  ere  kept  and  where  the  remains,  were 
examined  leads  through  a  long  dark  passage,  first  east,  then 
north,  then  west  and  then  south  to  e  recess.  Here  about  three 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  floor  were  deposited  the  remains 
of  AtormhSJi  Lincoln  end   his  wife*  The  body  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
in  a  walnut  coffin.,  lined  with  air-tight  lead  lining,  shout  one- 
eighth  of  en  inch  thick,  The  walnut  coffin  was  in  8  cedar  box 
rnc  the  cedar  box  was  enclosed  in  a  pne  box.  Mrs.  Lincoln1  s 
remains  were  similarly  enclosed.  While  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  were  exposed  to  view,  Q&n,   Beece,  president  of  the 
Guard  of  Honor,  turned,  the  body  of   Mr.  Lincoln  over  to  the 
Lincoln  Monument  association.  A  certificate  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  Guerds  of  Honor,  certifying  that  the  remains  in  the  coffin 

toee  received  from  the  Lincoln  Monument  association  in 
.1878.  The  Monument  association  aede  out  a  certificate,  signed 
by  the  members,  for  the  records  of  the  association,  declaring 
the  remains  to  be  those  of  ^branam  Lincoln.  The  undertaker  was 
then  directed  to  seel  the  coffin,  end  Leon  Hopkins,  a  plumber, 
sealed  it  up.  The  coffin  was  then  taken  out  by  the  workmen  and 
carried,  around  to  the  vault  on  toe  north  side.  The  members  of 
the  two  associations,  end  •  stranger  or  two  who  happened  to  be 
looking  at  the  monument,  followed. 

In  the  north  vault  the  floor  had  been  taken  up.  A   hole 
eight  feet  lonj  by  six  wide  and  five  and  one  half  deep,  bricked 
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up  and  cemented  had  been  prepared*  The  coffin        ^ed  in 
the  grave  on  the  west  side.  The  coffin  containing  Mrs.  Lincoln* s 
remains,  which  had  been  brought  from  the  grtve   before  the  ol 
coffin  was  carried  around,  was  than  taken  to  the  v*-ult  •• 
placed  on  the  east  side  of  her  husband.  The  hetds  ere  to  the 
south.  A    brick  rrch  was  then  built  over  the  coffins.  This 

covered  with  hydraulic  cement — mixed  with  Bfl»sll  broken  rock. 
Two  guards  will  be  on  duty  at  the  tomb  until  the  cement  becomes 
The  marble  aaroophagua  in  which  the  .public  have  supposed 
the  regains  to  be  is  Still  in  the  vault*  Without  further 
ceremony  the  remains  oT   the  two  were  left  to  moulder  in  the  grave* 

The  members  of  the  Lincoln  Gu^rd  of  Honor  rnd  the  Lincoln 
HonuBsnt  association  are  much  relieved  now  th?t  thair  charge  is 
safely  interred  where  thieves  cannot  break  in  and  steal*  The 
mere  curiosity  of  the  public  regarding  the  Batter  has  been  quite 
a  trial*  Mrs.  Lincoln1 s  coffin  was  not  opened,  the  regains  not 
having  been  buried  so  long  snd  the  requirement  of  identification 
was  not  nearly  so  great.  A  JOUPKAL  reporter  was  the  only  outsider 
who  was  present  through  the  entire  proceeding.  One  or  t       ngers 
who  happend  to  be  out  to  see  the  monument  watched  the  strnage 
undertaking  a  few  minutes  and  rent  on.   George  Buck  wi  s  present 
a  part  of  the  time  and  was  the  only  real  visitor  the  association 
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Lincoln  Memorial  Services. 

Today,  being  the  twenty-second  anniversary  of  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln,  will  be  observed  by  the  Lincoln  Ott»ra"  of 
Honor  with  their  customary  memorial  service.  In  compliance 
with  a  generally  expressed  desire,  the  services  will  be  held 
at  I  o* clock  this  asternoon  in  the  hall  of  representatives 
instead  of  at  the  tomb.  The  exercises  will  he  of  a.  public 
nature,  and  a  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  citizens, 
and  strangers  who  nay   be  sojourning  in  the  city,  to  be  present 
and  unite  in  the  services.  Following  is  the  order  of  exercises 

Prayer,  by  Rev.  W.  N.  McElroy,  D.B.,  pastor 
of  the  First  M.  I.  church,  Springfield. 

Singing  by  quartette,  "Coaie  Unto  Me," 
(Chandler),  Mrs«  Henkle,  Mrs.  Weliman,  Mr. 
Frank  Jones,  Mr.  Charles  Croweli, 

■  oress,  by  the  Eight  Hev.  George  F,  Sey- 
mour, S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Bishop  of  the  diocese  of 
Spring field, 

Reading,  by  Mrs.  £.  S.  Johnson,  wife  of  one 
of  our  members. 

Solo,  "The  Tear,"  (Gtigelli) .  Mrs.  S,  Hunt- 
ington Henkle. 

Address,  by  Hon.  W,  H.  Collins,  of  Quincy,  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  iionse  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Beading,  by  Clinton  L.  Gankling,  one  of  the 
fcers  of  the  Lincoln  Guarc)  of  Honor,  a 
historical  paper  on  the  labors  o£   The  r incoin 
Guaro  of  Honor,  in  guarding  against  vandal 
hands  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Duett,  "Abide  With  Me,"  (Donizetti).  Mrs. 
Henkle  and  Mr.  Frank  Jones. 

Pr&.yor  cna  Benediction,  by  Rev.  D.  S.  John- 
son, I).  D.,  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Springfield, 
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Guard  at  the  Lincoln  Monument. 

By   request  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Lincoln 
Monument  association,  Commander  Lincoln  Dubois,  of  Stephen- 
son Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  furnished  •  detail  of  two 
veteran  soldier  from  the  Post  to  guard  the  vault  at  the  north 
entrance  of  the  monument  containing  the  remains  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Comrades  Henry  H«  Baker,  late  Company  H  110,  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  and  John  Underf anger,  late  Company  G  47,  Illinois 
Infantry,  have  been  selected  for  this  important  trust.  They 
were  on  duty  last  night  and  will  guard  tonight  and  longer,  if 
necessary  to  give  further  time  for  the  tenant  to  thoroughly 
harden.  Comrade  Baiter  was  on-  of  the  escort  through  Washington 
City  when  the  fune-al  train  left  for  the  west.   Comrade  Underf anger 
was  one  of  the  guard  of  honor  at  the  old  Strte  House  in  this 
city  when  the  remains  were  lying  in  itatfl  twenty- two  years  ago. 
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V-a      \vYi  t: 
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ABRAHAM   LINCOLN 


Twenty-two     Years     Buried,    the 
Martyred  Hero  Still  Lives. 


Memorial  Exercises  of  the   Lincoln  Guard 
of  IIoiior--Tli«   Socret  -.f    His  Rein-    ■ 
I.  ri in' nl     Revealed—  Mem- 
orial Addresses. 


The  twenty-second  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln  was  commemor- 
ated yesterday  in  the  house  of  represeuta" 
tives,  the  exercises  being,  as  they  have 
b&an  for  a  number  of  years,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor. 
The  services  were  highly  impressive  and 
the  large  attendanee  attested  the  reverence 
in  which  the  memory  of  the  martyred  presi- 
dent is  held,  both  by  those  whose  recollec- 
tion goes  back  to  the  time  when,  slill  liv- 
ing, he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  duties 
of  life  and  those  of  a  younger  generation 
who  revere  nis  name  for  the  princip.es  he 
advanced  and  represented  as  the  chief  of 
the  nation  during  its  most  trying  period. 
One  fact  that  elicted  considerable  curiosity 
and  interest  in  the  exercises  at  this  time 
was  the  announcement  that  a  paper  would 
be  read  by  a  member  of  the  Guard  of  Honor 
giving  a  history  ot  tha  disposition  tliat  had 
been  made  ol  the  bodies  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  during  the  years  past  to  guard 
agaiust  their  being  stolon  or  disturbed  by 
vandals,  it  not  being  generally  known 
that  they  had  been  removed  from  the  sarco- 
phagi in  the  crypt  in  the  monument  popu- 
larly supposed  to  contain  them. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  the  exercises 
to  begin  both  the  floor  aud  gallery  of  the 
house  were  well  filled  with  people,  a  large 
proportion  being  ladies. 

The  only  decoration  was  that  of  the 
name  of  "Lincoln,"  in  large  letters,  sus- 
pended above  the  speakers'  stand,  across 
the  ends  of  which  the  national  colors  were 
draped  and  which  was  designed  from  red 
and  white  carnations,  iuteivined  with 
smilax.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  ex- 
ercises was  the  mmic,  which  was  most  ap- 
propriate, and  which  was  furnished  by 
Messrs.  Frank  Jones,  Charles  Growell  aud 
Mrs.  Uenkle  and  Wellman,  and  a  tine  reci- 
tation by  Springfield's  favorite  elocutionist, 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson,  entitled  "Abraham  Lin- 
ooln." 

An  impressive  prayer  was  offered  by 
Rev.  N.  W.  AicElroy  of  the  First  Methodist 
church,  after  which  the  ltev.  George  F. 
Seymour,  bishop  of  the  Springfield  diocese, 
delivered  an  able  address. 

BISHOP    SEYMODR 

spoke  as  follows: 

Fellow-citizens,  ladies  and  gentlemen— I 
am  hero  at  the  request  of  the  Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor,  who  have  desired  that  I  should  say 
something  to  you  on  this  occasion,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  anniversary  of  the  death  oi 
Abraham  Lincoln.  It  would  be  idle  for  me  to 
undertake  to  speak  to  you  of  any  of  the  great 
characteristics  which  mark  his  1'fe  from  the 
average  man.  That  has  been  dons  most 
fittingly  by  others  within  the  past  twelve 
mouths  and  by  these  more  familiar  with  all 
details  than  I  am.  I  am  here  to  speak  to  you 
of  one  of  the  former  citizens  of  Springfield, 
who,  during  the  crisis  of  civil  war,  undertook 
the  reins  of  government  of  this  country  and 
hold  them  successfully  to  the  close  aud  then 
laid  down  his  life  as  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of 
liberty.     He  well     knew  that  the  union  should 


remain  ere  he  died,  though  he  was  not  per- 
mitted to  see  the  fruit  of  his  labor.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  see  the  people  of  the  east,  west 
north  and  south  reunited  into  a  prosperous  ana 
happy  people.  Ue  lived  to  see  the  union  saved 
and  was  then  called  away  to  his  reward.  It 
is  impossible  to  feel  what  the  result  might 
have  been  in  those  dark  days  of  reconstruction 
had  he  beeu  spared  to  us.  Vet  we  may  assume 
that  the  same  patience,  pity  and  charity  would 
have  done  much  to  heal  the  wounds  between 
the  different  sessions  of  the  country  so  lately 
engaged  in  a  deadly  struggle.  Looking  upon 
this  country  1UU  years  ago  until  to  day  we  .-.Be 
mighty  change  freedom  has  wrought  with  tie 
exception  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard  with  here 
and  there  spurs  of  civilization  running  into  the 
mountains  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  the 
country  was  a  vast  wilderness  while  to  day  we 
reach  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  the  great 
lakes  on  the  north  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  on 
the  south."  Going  back  to  the  17th  century 
and  liud  the  opening  up  of  the  vast  extent  of 
territority  audits  settlement  was  not  accom- 
plished without  much  of  hardship.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  settlers  of  Virginia  and  the  pil- 
grims at  Plymouth  rock  to  carry 
their  guns  with  them  in  antici 
ipation  of  an  attack  trom  the  unfriendly  Indian 
at  any  time.  It  was  a  oontinual  warfare.  It 
was  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  William  I'enn 
that  the  first  lasting  treaty  was  established. 
The  Indian  held  the  land  by  rightof  possession 
and  there  was  a  right  and  wrong  side  to  the 
question  of  the  white  man  taking  it  from  him. 
But  the  country  could  not  be  occupied  lor  idle- 
ness and  its  rivers  for  the  cauoo  of  the  Indian. 
It  was  needed  for  the  noble  purpose  of  cultiva- 
tion, aud  could  not  long  be  held  as  the  hunting 
ground  for  the  red  man,  hence  the  right  of  the 
white  man  to  occupy  and  cultivate  it.  The 
next  epoch  was  the  dispute  between  the  French 
and  English  in  the  war  known  as  tho  French 
and  Indian  war.  This  was  a  question  to  de; 
cide  what  should  be  the  language  aud  nation- 
ality of  America.  The  French  had  settled  at 
different  points, many  of  which  places  retain 
their  names,  as  Joliet,  LaSalle,  St.  Louis,  and 
a  number  of  others.  The  victory 
being  to  the  English  from  that  lime  on  the  En- 
glish language  is  the  laugu.ij.':  >t  America. 
Following  this  we  come  to  the  revolutionary 
war,  the  mother  country,  feeling  the  burden  of 
debt  in  consequence  of  the  recent  war  sought 
to  impose  taxes  on  the  colonies  to  assist  them 
in  bearing  the  burden.  They  were  wise  in 
that  they  taxed  the  luxury  of  tea,  but  to  the 
«iinds  ol  our  forefathers  there  was  a  principle 
u  1  '^rlyiug  it  all,  that  of  taxation  without  rep- 
resentation, and  the  result  was  alter  six  years 
of  war  the  colonies  obtained  their  freedom. 
F^om  this  on  up  to  1789  we  find  the  colonies 
engaged  in  framing  a  constitution  which  for  j 
wisdom  and  foresight,  is  without  a  paralell  in 
the  history  of  tho  world  all  the  more  wonder- 
ful is  this  when  we  consider  that  it  was  drawn 
luring  a  time  when  F'rance  was  engaged  in  a 
mighty  revolution.  Yet  this  government  of 
the  people  was  started  amidst  all  tho  doubts 
that  existed  at  that  time  and  has  successfully 
lived.  Again  in  1812,  while  England  acknowl- 
edged our  supromacy  on  land,  the  assailed 
our  rights  on  the  sea  and  claimed  the  right 
to  search  American  vessels  in  search 
of  British  .subjects.  Hence  the  war  of  1812, 
in  which  this  matter  was  forever  settled.  From 
this  on  for  almost  lorty  years  tho  country 
dwelt  in  comparative  peace,  yet  the  war  cloud 
of  war  was  hovering  over  us,  and  in  1801  it 
burst  in  all  its  fury.  The  tire  upon  Sumpter 
and  the  American  flag  awoke  tho  nation  to  a 
sense  of  its  danger,  and  th'n  it  was  that  God 
raised  up  the  humble  citizen  of  Springfield  to 
take  the  reins  of  government.  Amidst  many 
advisers  of  every  description  he,  with  a  patient 
and  conscientious  devotion  such  as  the  world 
has  never  saw,  conducted  the  ship  of  state 
safely  through  the  storm.  As  to  tho  magni- 
tude of  tho  struggle  it  is  such  as  the  world  has 
never  seen,  and  it  is  not  possible  that  men  of 
different  nations  could  nave  struggled  so  hard. 
The  south,  with  her  inferior  means,  was  a  foe 
worthy  of  the  name  of  America,  and  the  effort 
ehe  put  forth  truly  wondortul  Through  it  all 
the  patient  Lincoln,  whose  death  we  arc  here 
this  day  to  couimeuijrate,  was  the  guiding 
spirit. 

No    nation  can  continue    from  year    to  year 
without  meeting  new    issues  that   must  be  set- 
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I  Abraham  Lincoln  and  U.  S.  Grant. 

i       Whenever  a  marked  revolution   came  to  pass 
Qod  created    some    man    endowed   with     the 
ability  to  cope    with     the    question    properly. 
.Such  men  were  George  Washington  and  A  bra-  j 
bam  Lincoln.     Mr.  Lincoln  had  almost  divine  j 
power  of  penetration.     He  loved  men,  and  the 
hearts  of  men    were    his     tools.     To    Lincoln 
men  wore  not  mere  units,  for    his    heart    was  ' 
tuned  to  beat  with     the    hearts    of    mankind,  j 
His  words  will  be  music    in  the  ages  to    come. 
U  is  genius  of  statesmanship  was  ol  the  highest 
order,  and  his  principle  marks  the   epoch,  and 
he  will  stand  as  the     man  of    the    Nineteenth 
century.     His  deeds  shall  live  forever    in    the 
hearts  of  the  nation,  for    he  saved    the    nation 
trom  slavery  aud  disunion. 
Following  Bishop  Seymour, 

HON.    CLINTON    L.    CONKLINCi, 

one  of  the    members    of  Lincoln    Guard  of 
Honor,  read  the  following  paper: 

liy  request  of  the  Lincaln  Guard  of  Honor 
this  brief  history  has  been  prepared  as  its 
statement  to  the  public:  After  a  memorable 
journey  from  Washington  City  to  Springfield, 
the  body  of  President  Lincoln  was  deposited 
in  the  receiving  vault  in  Oak  Ridge  ceinetory 
on  Thursday,  May  4,  1865.  One  week  from 
that  day  the  National  Lincoln  Monument  as- 
sociation was  organized.  Their  first  work  was 
to  build  a  temporary  vault  on  the  ground  se- 
cured for  the  monument.  To  this  vault  the 
body  was  removed  on  Dec.  21,  1865,  and  tbero 
remained  until  Sept.  19,  1871,  when  it  was 
placed  in  the  monument.  Upon  each  occasion 
the  remains  were  identified  by  members  of  the 
Monument  association. 

Afterwards,  on  the  9th  day  of  October,  1874, 
the  remains  were  transferred  to  the  marble 
sarcophagus  in  the  catacomb  aud  were  again 
:ilrnliticd.  Hero  G10  h<*dy  riMuittu^d.  uudia 
ttirbed  until  the  night'of  Nov.  7,  187c;,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  steal  the  coffin  with  its 
contents.  The  thievos  succeoded  in  breaking 
open  the  sarcophagus  and  in  partially  remov- 
ing the  colli  n  ;  but,  being  disturbed  in  their 
work,  the  attempt  failed  and  the  remains  were 
restored  to  their  former  resting  place. 

The  members  ot  the  Monument  association, 
feeling  the  insecurity  of  the  situation,  and 
fearing  a  renewal  of  the  attempt  to  carry  away 
the  remains,  caused  them  to  be  removed  from 
the  sarcophagus,  and,  on  the  evening  of  Nov. 
15,  1876,  the  three  members  of  the  executive 
committee  of  tho  association,  with  some  addi- 
tional assistance,  secretly  conveyed  the  casket 
into  one  of  the  inner  reoessos  of  the  monument. 
No  further  steps  were  takon  until  November,  I 
1878,  when  public  attention  was  aroused  by 
events  occurring  in  New  York  eity.  The 
members  of  the  Monument  association  being 
personally  unable  to  undertake  the  work  re- 
quired to  bo  done,  left  the  entire  matter  in  tho 
hands  of  Hon.  John  T.  Stuart,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee.  He  requested  J.  C. 
Power,  then  custodian  of  the  monument,  to 
se  ect  several  persons  whom  he  could  trust,  and 


with  their  assistance,  to  place  the  body  of  the 
prosidont  where  it  would  be  aecure.  He  de- 
lected Guatavus  S.  Dana,  Jasper  N.  Keeee, 
Joseph  P.  Lindloy,  Edward  S.  Johnson  and 
James  McNeill.  ' 

On  the  night  of  Nov.  18,  1878,  these 
gentlemen  removed  the  remains  to  a  more 
remoto  recess  beneath  tho  monumont  to  a  plac» 
immediately  south  of  the  present  crypts  and 
thcro  buried  thorn.  Every  possible  precaution 
was  taken  to  remove  all  tracos  of  the  work  or 
indications  of  the  place  of  Durial ;  which  was 
deemed  the  more  necessary  because  of  intima- 
tions received  about  this  time  that  another 
at  empi  would  be  made  to  steal  the  body. 
This  place  was  known  only  to  thoso  taking 
part  in  the  transaction  and  to  those  officers  of 
the  Monument  Association  by  whoso  request 
it  bad  been  done. 

In  order  to  more  fully  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  executive  committee  of  tho  Monument 
Association  aa  expressed  by  lion.  John  T. 
Stuart,  its  chairman,  and  to  provide  for  the 
continued  safety  of  the  remains,  the  gontlcmen 
abovo  named,  together  with  Noble  B.  Wiggins, 
Horace  Chapin  and  Clinton  L.  Conkling,  on 
Fob.  12,  1880,  formed  an  association,  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  the  corporate 
name  being  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor.  The 
ostensible  object  of  this  association  was  to  hold 
services  upon  the  anniversary  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  death.  It's  real  object  was  to  keep 
secret  his  placo  of  burial  and  to  protect  his 
remains  from  desecration.  Thus  the  Lincoln 
Guard  of  Honor  became  tho  immediate  guar- 
dian of  tho  dust  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

This  trust  they  continued  to  hold  until  April 
11.  18SJ.  when  tho  oufliu  of  tho  martyr  f  resi- 
dent was  raised  from  its  resting  place  and 
formally  transferred  by  tho  Lincoln  Guard  of 
Honor  to  the  Lincoln  Monument  association. 

By  diroction  of  the  la'ter  association  tho 
casket  was  opened  and  the  face  exposed  to 
view.  The  familiar  features  wore  reeoguizod 
by  those  present.  The  casket  was  again 
sealed  up  and  romoved  to  the  vault  recently 
prepared  beneath  tho  centre  of  tho  marble 
lloor  of  the  catacomb  in  the  Lincoln  monument. 
Uy  his  side  were  deposited  the  remains  of  his 
wife.  Over  and  around  both  caskets  is  a  Bolid 
mass  of  masonry  and  concrete.  The  following 
certificate  attests  the  identity  of  the  body  and 
the  last  act  in  this  history  : 

"We  the  undersigned  members  of   the    Lin- 
coln Monument  association  of  Springfield,  ill., 
do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  14th  day  of  April 
ire  saw  the  cedar  and  lead  cotlius    whiuh 
itaiued  the  remains    of    Abraham     Lincoln, 
opened  in  our  presence  in  the  Memorial  hall  of 
the  monument.     Tho  remains  were   somewhat 
irunken,  but  tho  features  were  quite    natural, 
and  we  could    readily    recognize    them    as    the 
features  of  tho  former  illustrious    president   of 
nir  nation,  and  our  foruier  friend    and    follow- 
eitizen.      We  do  certify  that  thoy    are    his    ro- 
mains  and  that  they  were    again    resealed    in 
said  collins  and  deposited  in  tha  vault  beneath 
the  floor  of  the  catacomb  in  our  presence. 
JAMKa  C.  Conkling, 
Ozus  M.  Hatch, 
George  N.  Black, 
John  W.  Bunn, 
Lincoln  Dubois, 
Chbistopher  C.  Brown, 
Dated  this  lith  day  of  April,   1887." 
In  their  last  resting    place,   secure  from  all 
sacrilege,  to  day,  lie  the  remains  of  Abrahrm 
Lincoln,  who  died  "with  malico   towards  none, 
with  charity  for  all." 

BON.   W.  H    COLLINS. 


1887 


representative  from  Adams  county,  followed 
with  an  address  in  which  he  particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  character  of  Lincoln  and  his 
relation  to  the  time  in  which  ho  lived.  Uhe 
groat  problom  of  modern  civilization  was  the 
maintenance  of  democracy.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's crowning  service  was  the  solution  of  this 
problem,  'j  ho  individual  was  best  governed 
who  governed  himsell  in  righteousness.  The 
state  was  best  governed  which  was  self-gov- 
erned in  justice,  buch  government  was  freo- 
dom  regulated  by  law.  For  ages  war  was  tho 
common  condition  of  mankind.  Tribal  organ- 
izations, states,  kingdoms,  empires,  had  ever 
held  themselves  ready  for  conflict.  I  bough  in 
some  nations  h  ve  appeared  men  of  genius  in 
literature   and  politics,  none   ever  learned 


justice  was  everything.  lie  loved  man 
as  man.  i'he  speaker  closed  with  these  words : 
"With  charity  forall  audiuali, 
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whole.     In  ovidenco  of  this  ho  cited  tho  states 
of    Greece    and     Lome.      Tho    government     ol 

ment  with  a  written  constitution  was  an  inven- 
tion of  the  English  people. 

The  speaker  then  referred    to     tho  discovery 
and  early  history  of  America,     the  war  of  tho 


volution  and     tin 
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of  tho  American  government,  declaring  that 
tho  constitution  was  tho  most  porfect  piece  of 
constructs  e  statesmanship  the  world  ever  saw 

As  it  was  tho  task  of  the  fathers  of  tho  re- 
public to  organize  the  government,  it  became 
tho  work  of  Lincoln  to  carry  it  through  a 
crucial  and  exhaustive  test.  He  could  not 
have  had  a  grander  opportunity  or  a  nr.re 
conspicuous  theater  of  action.  The  speaker 
then  rclcrred  to  the  growth  in  this  couutry  of 
the  institution  of  slavery  and  the  deep  se  ited 
belief  .of  the  slave  states  in  the  institution.  It 
was  somewhat  of  a  problem  whether  the  great 
mass  of  tho  people  would  tight  against  the 
principle  of  slavery.  Among  Lincoln's  closest 
friends  there  were  those  who  were  in  doubt 
about  the  right  of  coercion  of  a  state  by  the 
central  government.  There  never  was  a 
greater  problem  nor  a  severer  task,  yet  Mr 
Lincoln  organized  the  moral  and  material  re- 
sources of  the  country  beyond  all  the  prece- 
dents of  history  and  achieved  an  absolute  vic- 
tory. 

Tho        victory        of      tho        principle      of 
union         with      independence      was      vitally 
the       very        fiber      of 
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ctory  of   this  principle 


in  its  supremo  test  marked  an  epoch  in  our 
history.  As  the  ages  recede  it  will  be  more 
sharply  defined,  an  .  he  who  guided  its  pro- 
gress and  firmly  established  it  in  the  institu- 
tions of  mankind  would  be  the  man  of  the 
epoch. 

Mr.  Collins  then  a'luded  to  Lincoln's  per- 
sonal endowments.  He  had  tho  power  of 
seeing  truth  with  the  clearness  of  absolute 
vision.  He  saw  principles  in  their  profoundest 
and  largest  relations,  and  his  mind  was  made 
to  comprehend  truth.  He  saw  through  things 
to  principles.  When  the  politician  wove  his 
sophistries  to  tangle  the  public  mind  for  the 
sake  of  cheap  and  temporary  results,  bo  cut 
down  through  to  the  fundamental  principle 
Al.eorsopu.sm  was  revolting  to  his  soul. 
Ihe  spirit  of  truth  fed  him  up  to  the  loftiest 
elevation  and  purest  atmosphere  of  political 
life.  Right  and  wrong  rose  up  in  his  mind  in 
sharp  and  eternal  contrast.  Fortune  honor 
fame     were      nothing;      truth,      right      and 


great  heart  brood - 
r  the  whole  nation,  and  with 
,  J"ve.       anJ        compassion        for 

both  sides  Civil  wars  are  generally  rill 
dictive.  He  was  tender-hearted  and  had  in 
finite  patience  He  looked  upon  all  men  u 
w,  akness  or  in  wrong  with  a  pity  profound  to 
the  degree  of  melancholy. 

Helen  of  Argos  had  such  universrl  beauty 
that  everybody  felt  related  to  her.  There  was 
■>  in  the  popular  expression,  "Father 
'Ihe  nation  felt  lor  him  filial 
While  the  dutiful  sons  (ought  for 
the  integrity  of  the  home,  it  was  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time  when  tbe  foolish  prodigals  their 
heritage  wasted.would  come  to  theinsehes  and 
return. 

The  man  by  whose  monument  we  stand  has 
neon  lilted  by  his  service  and  character  up  out 
of  a  single    nation's    homage    and  love.     That 
grumte    will    crumble,  the    beautiful    anil   elo- 
quent bronzes  will  vanish   under    tho   touch  of 
time    and    change,  but  the  beauty  of  his  devo- 
tion, the  grandeur  of  his  service    and    tho    ex- 
altation of    his  life    will  forever  hold  the  heart 
ot  mankind  and  no  shadow  can  dim 
'  >r  of  its  fame. 
With  as  strong    an    arm    as    ever 
tiigbt    with  as   clear  an  eye  as  ever  took   ii 
.  world,  with  as  keen  and   just  a  judgment 
»    ever    weighed   human    life,  with  as  pure  a 
eart  as  ever  throbbed  with  human  sympathy 
e    saved    his    nation,  freed    the  slave,  estai,- 
sned  the  principle  on  which  alone  the  nations 
t  the  earth  can  dwel,  in    peace    and    freedom, 
lad  so  solved  the  profoundest  problem  of  civil- 
ization." r 

Prayer  and  benediction  by   Kev.  Fran-i- 
springer  closed  the  exercises. 
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TO  REMOVE  LINCOLN'S  REMAINS. 

Cnskot  Will  Be  Placed  In  Temporary 
Vanlt  nt   Springfield  To-Day. 

Special  to  The  Chicago  Record.  t  f  O  L-' 

Springfield,  111..  March  9.— In  the  presence  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Lincoln  monument  the  re- 
mains of  the  martyred  president  will  to-morrow 
be  removed  from  their  present  resting  place  be- 
neath the  great  shaft  and  placed  In  a  tempo- 
rary vault  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose, there  to  remain  until  the  rebuilding  of 
the  monument  is  completed.  No  ceremony  will 
attend  the  removal.  Owing  to  the  Illness  of 
Gov.  Tanner  he  will  not  be  present,  but  will 
be  represented  by  his  son  and  secretary.  Col. 
J.  Muck  Tanner.  The  other  trustees  who  will 
be  present  are  Alfred  Baylisa,  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  Instruction,  and  Floyd  K. 
Whittemore,   state  treasurer. 

The  demolition  of  the  monument  prior  to  Its 
reconstruction  was  begun  last  summer.  The 
tall  granite  shaft  has  been  taken  down  and 
most  of  Its  base  has  been  removed.  The  re- 
mains of  the  dead  president  and  hU  wife,  their 
three  sons,  "Eddie,"  "Willie"  and  "Tad,"  and 
their  grandson  Abraham  have  been  left  undis- 
turbed as  long  aa  possible,  but  all  will  now  ba 
removed  and  placed  in  the  temporary  vault- 

The  disinterment  of  the  body  of  Lincoln  hai 
been  attended  with  considerable  secrecy.  Slnc« 
the  demolition  of  the  monument  began  a  strict 
guard  has  been  maintained,  and  this  will  bs 
continued  after  the  bodies  are  removed  to  thell 
temporary  receiving  vault,  which  will  be  sealed 
with  great  stone  slabs  weighing  several  tow 
each  and  covered  with  tho  heavy  debris  re- 
moved from  the  monument. 

The  yielding  nature  of  the  soil  on  which  the 
monument  stands  caused  the  shaft  to  sink  and 
crack,  and  in  order  to  save  It  from  ruin  the 
last  general  assembly  appropriated  $100,000  to 
rebuild  it  upon  a  safe  foundation. 


George  F.  Train  Creates  a  Sensation. 

Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  15,  1887.— 
George  Francis  Train  succeeded  in 
■creatine;  a  sensation  today  at  the 
tomb  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  where  he, 
together  with  Belva  A.  Lockwood  and 
a  number  of  other  persons,  visited 
today.  Train  declared  unqualifiedly 
that  the  remains  in  the  sarcophagus 
were  not  those  of  Lincoln,  but  only 
a  dummy  or  sham.  Afterwards  Train 
explained  that  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  at  the  time  of  the  theft  of 
Lincoln's  body  the  substitution  was 
made  and  that  the  whole  affair  was 
preconcerted  by  detectives  in  league 
with  unprincipled  shylocks  who  paid 
the  thieves  to  go  to  the  penitentiary 
and  who  would  sooner  or  later  be 
hawking  about  the  remains  of  Lin- 
coln  as   an   attraction   for   dime   mu- 


The  New  York  Times  is  anxious 
to  have  the  remains  of  the  late  pres- 
ident Lincoln  transferred  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  repose  by  the  side  of 
Washington's  body.— May  14,  1873 


The  New  York  Times  is  anxious 
to  have  the  remains  of  the  late  pres- 
ident Lincoln  transferred  to  Mount 
Vernon  to  repose  by  the  side  of 
Washington's  body.— May  14,  1873 


The  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 

those  of  his  wife,  were  taken  from  the  secret 
grave  on  April  11th  and  buried  in  the  north 
vault  of  the  monument,  at  Spriuglield,  111. 
Although  the  public  had  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  body  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  placed  in  the  marble  sarcophagus, 
which  rests  in  the  tomb  where  the  grave 
robbers  left  it  a  number  of  years  ago,  it  has 
been  known  to  a  limited  number  pf  persons 
that  the  grave  was  in  some  secret  place. 
The  cotfiu  containing  the  body  of  Lincoln 
was  first  taken  up  and  carried  to  the  room 
where  the  relics  were.  There  was  an  out- 
side pine  box,  then  a  cedar  box  containing 
the  walnut  coffin.  This  coffin  had  an  air- 
tight lead  lining.  The  lid  was  removed. 
The  features  of  the  martyr  President  were 
remarkably  well  preserved.  The  clothing 
had  not  decayed.  Those  who  knew  Mr.  Lin- 
coln discerned  his  features  at  once.  The 
silver  plate  on  the  coffin-lid  was  bright.^    ^ 


BODIES  IN   LINCOLN   TOMB. 

!  Springfield,  111.,  Nov.  8,  1800— The 
|  body  fo  Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of 
Robert  T.  Lincoln  and  grandson  of 
President  Lincoln,  was  deposited  in  a 
crypt  in  the  Lincoln  monument  in  this 
city  today.  The  lad,  who  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  died  in  London  last 
April.  His  father  is  U.  S.  Minster  to 
Great  Britain.  '  . 

The  crypt  referred  to  is  that  in 
which  the  body  of  President  Lincoln 
was   first  deposited. 

The  bodies  of  six  members  of  the 
Lincoln  family  now  repose  m  the 
monument:  Those  of  President  Lin- 
coln and  his  wife  and  three  sons — F-' 
ward  D.,  William  and  Thomas, 
that  of  the  grandson  added  todii 
,  Wm.  H.  Jones  in  Chicago  Times. 
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TEMPORARY  INTERMENT  OF  LINCOLN  BODIES  IN  1900— 

While  the  Lincoln  Monument  was  under  reconstruction  at  this  time,  the  bodies  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  his  family  were  given  temporary  interment  in  a  vault  a  short  distance 
northeast  of  the  Monument.  On  this  occasion,  March  10,  1900,  a  group  of  prominent 
citizens  gathered  for  the  simple  rites.  The  gentleman  in  left  foreground  with  hat 
in  hand  is  General  Alfred  Orendorff,  while  at  right,  with  hand  to  his  face,  is  Hon. 
Ben  F.  Caldwell,  then  Congressman  from  this  district.  One  of  those  in  group  in  right 
foreground  is  Hon.  H.  W.  Clendenin,  editor  of  the  Illinois  State  Register,  facing 
General  Orendorff. 


(Photograph  courtesy  of  State  Historical  Library) 

MOVING  LINCOLN"  CASKET  FROM  sepulcher  room  AT  TOMB  IN  1901— 

This  interesting  old  photograph,  from  Guy  Mathis'  pictorial  record  of  the  moving  of 
the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln'in  connection  with  the  Tomb  remodeling  of  1901 
hows  workmen  returning  the  casket,  enclosed  in  its  cedar  case,  to  the  sepulch «r 
•  -  *.  -H   *-  identi-  g««EJp—  gg«-S^^ 

colored  man  whose  name  has  been  sought  for 
years.  Perhaps  someone  in  his  family  or  an 
acquaintance  of  his  may  come  forward  with  this 


room  in  the  nortn  part. of  the  Tomb,  after  Identi- 
fication of  the  body  in  Memorial  Hall.  It  is 
thought  that  the  only  survivor  of  this  crew  of 
workmen  is  John  W.  Whitney  of  1103  S.  16th 
Street— who  identifies  the  men  as  follows.  Her- 
man Gaa,  John  M.  Long,  George  Seroggins  John 
P  Thompson  and— at  extreme  right— John  W. 
Whitney.  Any  further  information  in  this 
regard  will  be  appreciated.  Reminiscing  of  the 
event,  Mr.  Whitney  said  that  when  the  casket 
was  carried  into  Memorial  Hall  in  the  rebuilt 
Tomb  on  that  day,  Thursday,  September  26, 
1901  the  workmen  and  general  public  were 
excluded  while  the  Lincoln  Monument  Commis- 
sion and  the  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor  representa- 
tives and  a  few  others  viewed  the  remains  lor 
the  last  time,  for  identification.  The  tinsmiths 
who  opened  the  casket— Leon  P.  Hopkins  and 
Charles  L.  Willey— were  of  course  present  as 
well.  The  casket  was  then  closed  and  sealed, 
after  which  it  was  removed  to  its  new  vault. 
An  atmosphere  of  secrecy  surrounded  the  whole 
proceeding  and  few  citizens  knew  about  it  until 


information,  which  will  be  welcomed  for  the 
record  All  of  the  official  party  and  other  in- 
dividuals present  at  the  identification  are  now 
deceased  with  the  exception  of  .Fleetwood  H 
Lindley,  a  Major  Robbins  then  identified  with 
the  State  militia,  Arthur  L.  Merriam  (superin- 
tendent of  the  Culver  Construction  Co.,  and  now 
of  Chicago),  Leon  P.  Hopkins— the  tinsmith,  and 
possibly  Mrs.  Alfred  Bayliss  Mr  Lindley,  who 
as  a  mere  lad  accompanied  his  father,  the  late 
Joseph  P.  Lindley,  into  the  Tomb  that  day,  has 
v<vid  recollections  of  the  occasion.  The  body 
of  the  martyred  President  was  buried  no  fewer 
than  seventeen  times  in  Springfield,  on  a  few 
occasions  in  places  which  were  expected  to  be 
permanent,  before  it  was  finally  laid  to  rest  in 
its  present  location   in  the  Tomb. 


OF  RLKOVAL  J 

(Excerpt  from  Drily  Illinois  State  Register, 
March  11,  1900) 
*  *  * 

LINCOLN'S  CABOT  LOVED 

Remains  Now  in  Temporary 
Vault  at  Oak  Ridge 

They  Were  Removed  to  Permit  Re- 
modeling and  Repairing  Monu- 
ment—Will be  Rightly  Guarded 
— Ghoul  Story  Recalled. 

Quietly  and  without  ceremony  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  removed  yesterday  morning   from  the  et 
casket  in  which  they  have  rested  for  many   y&rs  to  the  temporary 
vault  prepared  for  them  a  snort  distance  north  of  the  monument 
where  tr,ey  will  lie  until  the  completion  of  the  monument. 

Only  i  few  state  officials  and  residents  were  present 
yesterday  Morning  when  the  caskets  tearing  the  remains  of  the 
martyred  president  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  removed  from  the  monu- 
ment and  taken  to  the  vault,  where  they  were  re-interred.  The 
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vault,  which  they  now  occupy,  is  made  of  stone  and  cement, 
and  when  the  caskets  were  lowered  a  JUrge  marble  slab  was 
pieced  over  them  and  cemented.  Mo  ceremony  marked  the  re- 
interment of  the  remains  and  the  work  was  done  quietly  and 
with  carefulness.  The  vault  will  be  closely  guarded  day  and 
night  until  the  remains  are  again  ren-oved  into  the  monument, 
and  no  visitors  to  Oak  Ridge  cemetery  will  be  allowed  to 
approach  the  vault  where  the  remains  are. 

Yesterday  afternnon  upon  the  slab  w;:ich  covers  the  caskets 
were  placed  the  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  Robert  Lincoln, 
who  died  while  his  father  was  United  States  minister  to  the 
court  of  St.  James;  Willie  Lincoln,  who  died  in  1868  during  the 
first  term  of  his  father  as  president,  at  12  years  of  age;  Eddie, 
who  died,  in  infancy,  and  Thomas,  who  died  to  1871,  at  the  age 
of  18  years*  Above  these  caskets  the  vault  will  be  again 
sealed  with  heavy  slabs  of  stone. 

During  the  time  the  remains  of  the  Lincoln  family  are 
entombed  in  the  temporary  vault  the  most  stringent  guard  will 
be  kept  to  guard  against  an  attempt  to  steel  the  body  of   the 
martyred  president,  as  was  made  on  the  night  of  Nov.  7,  1876, 
the  eve  of  an  exciting  presidential  election.  All  the  world 
w&fl  startled  the  morning  following  the  election  to  learn  thet 
an  attempt  to  make  away  with  the  body  of  the  revered  emancipator 
had  miscarried  by  the  narrowest  of  margins  and  that  the  perpetra- 
tors of  the  outrage  were  at  large.  Detectives  were  on  fchft 


trail  of  the  guilty  men,  however,  en6   within  s  fer  months 
Jack  Hughes  and  Ed  Mullen,  two  notorious  Chicago  crook?,  had 
been  arrested,  cherged  with  the  offense.  Through  the  confessions 
of  l  conCeder*.  te,    both  r;:en  were  convicted.  They  were  prosecuted 
on  ■  charge  of  attempting  to  Steal  the  casket  containing  the 
regains.  Both  were  given  sentences  of  one  year  in  the  sttte 
penitentiary. 

At  that  time  the  body  of  Lincoln  rested  in  I  marble 
sarcophagus  In  a  cript  at  the  rear  of  the  monument.  It 
then  decided  that  ■  nore  secure  place  should  prepared  for  the 
body.  Shortly  after  an  organization  kiown  as  the  Lincoln  Guard 
of  Honor  was  formed  In  Springfield.  In  the  still  hours  of  the 
night  the  member I  of  this  secret  band  visited  the  tomb,  dug  e 
deep  vault  under  the  bast  of  the  shaft  and  interred  therein  the 
body  of  the  martyred  president ,   where  it  has  since  remained 
undisturbed. 

Yesterday's  re-interment  is  the  seventh  that  the  body  of 
Lincoln  has  been  subjected  to.  The  remains  of  the  president 

first  placed  in  the  old  vault  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
upon  which  the  monument  is  now  placed.  From  their  first  resting 
place  they  were  removed  to  a  temporary  vault  further  toward  the 
summit  of  the  eminence.  Later  they  were  placed  in  the  original 
monument  that  had  been  prepared  for  tnem.  They  were  afterward 
removed  to  memorial  hall  and  placed  in  a  marbel  sarcophagus, 
wheru  they  were  at  the  tine  of  their  attempted  theft.   After 
that  they  were  removed  to  the  rack,  upon  which  they  remained 
for  two  years.  When  moved  at  this  time  it  was  the  intention 


to  leave  them  in  this  ple.ce,  but  two  days  later  another 

.--.anent  location  was  prepared  for  them.  From,  these  trestles 
they  were  finally  imbedded  in  the  concrete,  from  which  they 
wore  t£ ken  yesterday  corning. 


raent   of  president   A 
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At    the    request   o'  >ert  T  Lincoln,    ion    o!  -esl 

%  Culver,   President  struct 

>llt    tne   Monument,    went    to 
La   In  regard   to  ths   final   interaent  of  his  fethi 


nooln  oam   to  Springfield   »    wake   final    «- 
burial   of  his    father* ■   remains   and   on   May   23rd, 
Aneoln   Monument    in   Oak   Ridge   Ceaatery  wl 
ard  Yates,  Col.  Jaa.   S  Culver  and  myself,   tv.mn    >t  .'1 
or  Const  rust ion  Co.  where  wo  aet  Major   S 
-10  Monument,   and  efte*  -;  over  conditions,   Mr. 

Col.   Culver  t*  inter  the   reaains   in  an  last    and  Wet 
l.retely  IC  foot   be  loo  the    finished  tile   floor  or  the   3a 

the  Icrtb  end  of  the  Moamveent,   the  easfcet  So  ©enter  aa  neerl 
hie  on  the   oenter 

atket  and  old  wooden  box  to  be   oneloeed   In  a  nee    t 
m    and  thia  enoaood  all  around,    in   approxinately  2o   Inches  of 
lend  cement   concrete,   relnforoed  with  heavy  flat  ateel  bars 
oth  dlreetlona  on  all  sides    and  ends   of   the  enoloeed  o* 
securely   fss toned  together. 


aaV  L I  f  ■  I  ■ '  ■  sm 
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It  was   also  Mr.    Lincoln's   roquet t   that   the   lnteneent  be   at 
possible,  with  no  public   announcement   or  scum 

unte   for  the  few  poople  preaent  at  the   v 

day. 

Later   following   the   above    1  .struct  Ions   of  Mr.    Lincoln,    the    til* 
oonorett   floor  waa  re-no  wed   oboes  this   specs,    the   et 
too  reoains  lntsrrwd  aa  above  directed,   the  eartfc  re 
cone rote   and  wile  floor  r el eld. 


and  view  the   remain a   for   the   purpose   of  identii  before 

•ere    permanently   laid   to    rest.      This   decision  wss   oontrary 
of  Mr.    Lincoln   as   ho  had   previously   ezproesod   a  wit 

poaod  aa   in  hie  opinion   it  wo  be  neo< 

casket  had  boon  opened   and  the  reaaina  positively   1 
time   of  its    las  out   burial,    and   that  At   tiao 

no   opportunity  for  it   to  be  tampered  with. 

Then   the  remains  wore   taken  from   the   Sarcophagi   roe* 
along  the  Boat   side   to   the  South   room  of   the   Monua 
psdestala  in  a  North  and  South  direct 

nee s paper  man,  reporters  and  others,  with  the   i 


ta«  «d  olo.lng  th.  Mbt,  Ml  oth.r.  wluiJ,tat.$S£j. 
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UIU,   Mt'y  Cml*«r  Construction 
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Lincoln's  Casket  Being-  Set  on  Car  by  Steam  "Derrick  just  After  Its  Removal  JProm  Temn 


E;        ■     i  tn"  Post-Dispatch. 

.\G  FIELD.  111.,  April  27.— Robo*t  T. 

I.  •■■".  did  not  witness  the  transfer  'of 
In ;  father's  remains  from  the  temporary 
v.  ..L  on  M  imiment  hill,  back  to  the  re- 
iui,!'ltd  Lincoln  monument,  and  his  ab- 
> .«■;..  a  lias  caused  food  for  much  gossip  in 
llits  upper  circles  of  the  Illinois  capital. 
Vue  transfer  was  made  without  a  pretense 
a  rcroaiouy,  although  it  was  officially  wit- 
ii-  ssed  by  tho  state  officers,  the  trustees 
op'  me  raonumcnt,  and  by  the  members  of 
tho  Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor. 

A  discrepancy  exists  in  the  statements 
■.•■•»:•  '••v.'iinK  Mr.  Lincoln's  failure  to  come 
to  s".p;  ::•/..  eld  to  witness  the  transfer  of 
the  r<  .uaiiu.  of  his  father,  the  martyred 
pivstd. ■:-.<,  .-'.brs'hriin  Lincoln;  his  mother, 
Alary  'SoM  Lincoln,  and  his  son,  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Conflicting  statements  are  made 
by  Air.  Lincoln'-a  friends.  The  members 
of  the  board  o;  trustees  of  the  monument 
bear  cho  brunt  of  his  absence,  and  say 
he  v.-.-..  not  invited  or  notified  of  the 
■•ha. i'. :...  Others  who  are  in  a  position  to 
know,  say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  notified 
and  asked  to  be  present,  but  that  no  re- 
ply was  received  from  him.  His  absence 
recalls  the  fact  that  ho  was  not  present 
a  year  ago,  when  the  remains  were  placed 
in   tho  temporary  vault. 

Tho  casket  was  not  opened  to  public 
gasse.     Despite  the  fact  that  the  half  hun- 


dred people  Invited  to  be  prcs.-nt  wore 
each  sworn  to  secrecy,  over  thro  hundred 
persons  were  assembled  when  th:>  transfer 
was  made.  At  2  o'clock  Wednesday  after- 
noon Gov.  Yates,  Prof,  Alfred  Bayliss, 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 
and  State  Treasurer  Floyd  K.  "Whittlmore, 
composing  tho  board  of  trustees  of  the 
I  monument,  met  and  endeavored  to  decide 
'whether  the  remains  should  be  opened. 
After  a  long  consideration  it  was  de- 
termined that  the  remains  be  not  opened 
at  this  time.  It  Is  intended,  however,  that 
the  casket  he  opened  at  least  once  more, 
and  that  before-  it  is  finally  placed  in  the 
cement. 

But  a  few  persons  will  be  present  when 
this  event  occurs.  It  has  been  the  custom 
when  former  transfers  of  the  body  were 
made,  to  open  the  casket  for  the  purpose 
of  identifying  the  remains.  The  last  time 
this  was  done  was  April  15,  1SS7.  Maj.  L\  S. 
Johnson,  who  is  now  the  custodian  of  the 
monument,  who  was  present  on  that  occa- 
sion, recalls  that  the  body  then  was  in  an 
excellent  state  of  preservation.  The  fea- 
tures were  somewhat  shrunken  and  of  a 
brownish  hue.  but  after  the  lapse  of  20 
years  showed  no  sign  of  decay.  "The 
features  were  identified."  reads  the.  official 
account  by  John  Carroll  Powers,  who  was 
then  the  custodian,  "by  everyone  present 
who  had  ever  seen  him  In  life."  Maj. 
Johnson  says  the  President's  clothes  were 
perfectly  preserved,  and  that  the  familiar 
black  scarf  was  in  place,  as  in  the  last 
photograph  taken  only  a   few   days  before 
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Twenty  persons  were 
i  remains  were  opener".  U 
■  bout   that  number  will  b^ 


year,   ago, 

time 

It  tooV  nearly  two  hours  to  tear  awaj 
the  temporary  vault  and  get  to  the  casket* 
containing  t'.i>  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
both  of  which  were  at  the  bottom  of  th< 
vauk.  Abo\o  them  was  a  floor  on  whlct 
rested  the  remains  of  Eddie.  Willie.  Thomai 
and  Robert  Lincoln,  and  It  was  necessan 
to  take  then-  caskets  from  the  vault  first 
An  hour  was  consumed  in  tearing  out  thi 
middle  flooring,  which  formed  the  coverlnj 
for  the  President's  remains.  When  the  re 
mains  were  reached,  a  rope  was  tied  ahou 

■  th^  wooden  box,  which  formed  the  outsl-Oi 
coi  f  'ing  f.or  the  casket  containing  the  rieai 

i  IT -sklent,  and  with  this  the  steam  derrlc.' 
I  >ts<  d  In  rebuilding  the  monument,  raised  th 
I  body  and  then  let  it  down  upon  a  handca 
I  near  tho  entrance  door  to  the  sepulchei 
'  At  tbif  point,  the  wooden  box  placed  abou 
I  the  r.isket  a  year  ago,  was  removed,  and  th 
leaden  object  was  taken  inside  the  torn 
lh.nd  1'la.ccd  in   ir.e  sarcophagus. 

■  The  monument  will  be  rededlcated  on  Oc' 
'15,  next,  thai  date  being  the  twenty-seven} 
•  anniversary  of  its  original  dedication. 

Aside  from  the  altitude  of  the  shaf 
which  has  been  lengthened  21  feet  and 
inches,  the  reconstructed  monument  is  ide: 
tlcal  in  outiin^  with  the  original.  The  prj 
eipal  change  In  the  pile  has  been  made  u 
der  ground,  the  foundation  now  resting  i 
tho  suiid  rock  at  the  base  of  Monument  hi 
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an   now  be  lag  carried   out  was    to  be   put   ra,  Ully    I 
-hen  the  work  was  ooaatDeed   the   tile   fleer  was  troV 
the  canter  of   the  vault    the   excarailon  was  bejrun,   sad 
depth  of   fifteen  feet.   Tour  feet  of  oonerete  will  bv    laid  as  s 
upon  which  the   casket  will  rest*   An   iron  ca;e   three  feet  wide, 
feet  high  and    ten  feet   long  will  be   placed   arouud   the  casket,    and 
bed  Jed    la  the  concrete    la  such  a  ssutner  as   to  completely  protect 
on  ew  ry  side.   The  spans   between  will  be  filled  with  the   oonerete, 

la     will  be  flash  wlUi  the  casket   on  sll  sides.   The  reet 
concrete  will  be  nut  la  abewe  and  around  the  easiest,   asking   It  so 
and   practically  part  of   ite  covering.  :  ith  a  base  of  four  feet  below 
and  f eon  faantabowe,   with  four  feet  oa  either  side  and  an  equal  amount 
extending  fraa  the)  head  and   from  the  foot,    the  casket  will  be  so  i 
ed  as  to  nak*   It  acre   than  safe  from  Interference.   The   top  of   th- 
ereto will  cams  flunh  with  tan  fleer  and  after  the   tile   le  again 
it    is  expected   It  will  be  closed  forever. 

"8-  reral  ohnngee  amds"   Xa  order  to  put   the  body  ef  the  pros  id ei 
the  erypt  next   tn  that  of  his  wife  some  changes   la  the  rest 
ef  the  other  bodice  had  te  be  made,   this  change,    it   Is  said.    Is   aleo 
to  he   the   last  can  nans.   The  body  ef  Tad  Lincoln  now  lice   in  t. 
trean  left  erypt.   In  the  neat  are  the  bodies  of  Mellle  and  addle. 
Their  anther  ,    the  wife  ef  the  president,   occupies   the  third  erypt. 
In  the  fourth  crypt  the  body   of   the  president  is  now  lying   tempo r 
The  fifth  crypt  in  Tenant,.  In  the  sixth  Use  the  bod     ef  Hob* 
Lincoln  Jr.  Many  cut  side  of   the  deed  pros ider.tU  relatluee  will  r 
tre  newn  that  the   roue  inn  are  to  he  at  last  placed  heyond  future  m- 
noral.   Tan  uneasiness  caused  by  the  constant  rumors,   and  one  almost 
successful  attempt  te   take   the  body,   will  new  be  ellalnated,   aaehhsc    , 
wadlgnnwifieatlou  ef  everybody. 

When  the  change  will  be  mads  depends  upea  the  deelree  of  the 
monument   commission.   These  gentlemen  with  eld  committee  and   the 
Guard  of  Honor  were   present   last  led need ay   (Sept   18th)  nasi 
was    taken  from  tan  3exeephagua.   They  did  net  say  when  the   i 


.    The   contractor   says   he   can  be   reauy   for 
mre.    nhoUior  Robert   Lincoln  will 
isoortained.  Sow  that   tho  body   Is   to  be   removed  a*a 
te  leek  back  at  the  other  tlaei   It  hae  been  ehlf ted. 

Ueetlaed  fro*   the   outset   te  be   constantly  dlstBaoed,    the  body 
been  aoved   of  toner   than  that  of  anj  otBer  prooUent   the  countr 
had.    Kollowinj    te  a  llet  of   the   removals  up  te  the   time    It  was 
10  the  west   eide  ef  the  reconstructed   notmment. 
"Llet  ef   the  »eo»avall,.,i       Bay  4th  1865— Casket  contain  in,;    I    I 
Abraham  Lincoln  was   received    la  Jpxlngfleld,    Illlaole.    and  depoet 
la   the   public  receiving   tomb   la  Oak  aide*  Cemwtsry. 
Dcceaber  21.    1865 . -~*eexrved   te  near  brick  vault  built  te  reoelve 
eaat  slue   of  the  lational  Lincoln  Mini  Mint  amd  depoei  ted   la  center 
crypt  la  oataoomb. 

LKtofcrr   9.    1874.  ■  i   neawvirt   fraa  the  center  crypt  aad  froa  iron  cp.ekat 
to  a  lead   lined   cedar  eaee  and  deposited   la  the  marble   aaroopha^ui 
center  of  oataeoafe  reaei  la  tho  monvmwBt. 

Bovomber  7ta.   187a«*aw*>ia  aa  attempt  by   thieve a  te  ateal  the  body, 
earcopha  ue  top  aad  one  aad  aaa  romorod.   aad  when   tho  deteetlvee   i 

rlood   them,   tho  oaeket,   had  boon  amve  .  eighteen    lncheo  ou 
opaa  aad. 

Bovomber  t#    187d.o— By  order  of  tho  Board   of   "ontrol.    the   oedar 
waa  replaaed   ia  the  aarble   •arcopha<ru« ,   which  was   ieetorod   and   aa 
Bovewmor  IB,    1 87  «.— Before  noon,   removed   froa  sareeaaafua  to  rear 
Memorial  hall.   Then,    the   some  Bight  te  the  second   oorrldor   from  obellel 
aad   third  from  the  aaat  oat  eide     wall  leader  the   terrace  of    the 
Lincoln  Monument  aad   loft  ea  •  ooden    trestles. 

■overober  IB,    187d.~  ..amoved  from  trestles  and   place*    la  I   eaval 
dToaad  in  middls  oorrldor  between  the    base   ef   obelisk  and    the  cat 
without  ^apamojiaa  the   earth  removed  to  receive    it. 

Bovomber  2z9    1878.— Cedar  casket  covered   sia   iaahes  dee,   and   {round 
leveled  down   like   the  root  mt   th  »  passage  warns  under  the    terraoe   oi 


it.   and  an  hmrnr  later  the  aarth  was  revered  and 
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seatet  only   opened   and  than  eloeed;   tha  aarth  replaced  and   laft  level 
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acquaintance!   of  Mr.   Lincoln, 
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taken  down;  and  deposits*  tianv  iioac  rault  built  for 
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built. 


April  <2«th.   1*01. 


depeelted  is  tha  smrble 
latlanml  Unas  Is  ■nam 


fro*  tha 


reult  and 


In  tha  eetaoes*  af  tha  newly  built 


lilt— to  state  * 


jtemove    Lincoln's    ft<  cy 

obipry^d   and  newspaper  men  ere 
barred. 
Misleading   reports  ,$iTtn   but   ted: 

off iciale-^ew   rault    is    unknown 
to  any  but  the  fee  who  witnessed   removal. 


The  remains  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were  noved  yestc: 
in   their  last   resting     lace,    the    Unco  In  monument  commission  and 
Lincoln  (Juard  of  Honor,    aocompanisvi  by  a  few  friends,    beis^    Is* 
onee   permitted  to  witness   the  removal  or  viewln;   the  reaains  wher 
casket  was  opened.   The  members   of   the  proeo  hao  soon   infonssd   oa   ted- 
i.esday  that  the  removal  would  aot  be  made,  until  Governor  Tate* 
Tha  proeoso  of   u«o   removal  waa  done  with   the  s trie  last  of   saar 
in  wsro  plaaad  over  the  lraa  doors  ah  lea  open   into  the  •*« 
hall   to  prevent  anyone   on  the  outs ids  who  chanced    to  be  *r 
vea  net  a  member  of   the   'select*  few  who  had  aeon   invited 
reaains,    frosi  looking   in. 

The   causa  of   tha   secrecy   is  not  known.   Brer/  one   of   tha  eoar. 

opened  by  a  news   paper  aan   lays   tha  blame   on  oaaa   sne 
told  tha  opinion  sf  tha  people   in  regard   to   tha  aattsr.    ana  of 

lemon  an  tha  commission  s<ld   that  tha  peopla  should  b-  oatisf. 
with  any  otataaaat    that   the  commission    <sy«   out   if   it  was  signed 
them.  All   the  member h  ware   sworn   to  secrecy,    and  Horns   Culver,    who 
in  Ohaamaoof   ti.e  work  at   the  menu  «nt,    Toeteniay  afternoon  state 
ha  had  orders   to  allow  no  one   to  em  to J 

A  state  Rogloter  reLeoentatlve   than  visit***  major  Johnson  *nu 
to  get  soma   Information  an  the   eubjec    .   but "he  was  as  dumb  as  an  I 
and  emphatically  declfced   to  discuss    the   matter.    Ac 
said:    "There    le  nothing  to  jive   out  besides   eh 


nroparaa.*  Tha  axtrva*  Mertoj  aarroundla*  Um  rtMTtl  of  the  r#- 
malaa  U  ovaar,  UhjUm  lul.  Taa  obaaluto  rtfml  to  alio*  any 
reporters  in  Um  avavMavt  at  tht  ti«*  taa  oMkii  va 
fMt  that  iU  mint  ««rc  nmi  to  McrNy,  la  a  o 
purauo4.  l*aj 


not  dually 
vaa  varavaa  m  aa*  will  aay,  laithar  will 


any 


not   la  a  gaaa 


valla  two 
iiac  vara  ami  af  tha  oity, 
rtvUtloa?— -— U   U  aaia   that  tho 
af  M ■<■■>■! laai  Taia  atatavaat  aaae  f rw  a  party 
■I  am  Um  atraat  aar  aa  •< 
wtaa  vara  praaaat  ****  *ba  aaaaat  va  afjaaaa.  vara  ratvralac  fi 
Ceaotary-aatia*  ***ara*r  ftroahalt  aa*  aakaa  if  taia  atatavaat  vaa  truo, 
»at*  feat  aa  far  ha  vaa*  tha*  «Wt  la  aanaUavl  aaadltloa.  b*v- 
r.  aa  ftM,***  atata  aaaltival*  uvit  taa  pa^'ari  vaa  vatrva.   It   U  alao 
I  ay  *&  «*»  fM  awaat  *a*t  Um  %**>  aaa  aa  aaaly  *  laaaloroa  that 


to  taa 
ay  tha  rail  an 
#  Stato  fraaaaror 
Xaatraatlaa 
lav*  aaaldoo 
f •  *.  vaittaaira.  Alitor  af 
vat*  4.  *•  a*CvUau*>.   MJvtaat  vavaral  J.  I.  *vtM,   citaton 
g  flaaraa  I.  ilMk  Jaaaah  Livalay,   Jv4*a  B.  D.  ¥*araa.   Major 
•  1.  ft.   faavjiiB,  *ro.  alfraa  aayllaa,   aajar  v.  S.   laaalaa.   Jaaa 
Cal.  a.  a*  OaXvar  aa*  aaaa  Culrar. 
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cad  when  ha  aaa  hi  lie    ,    ana  were  able   to  identify   th* 
.ble.. . 

Illlaole     tate  Ke^leter. 

>rlday   t,epteiu 


_ 


Wh«a  tha   »Ml 
0<wlM  t.    liTi— ftaai  tha  atyat  ••  tha  i«««fh«|M.      Tali   va»  taaaght 
ha  flaal.    la  tha  aalalaa  af  thata  at  ataat. 

Ah  aaaaaaattfal  MMBfl  ffM   at4a   hy    ?aataU--*avaa)»af    1.    ltTf"ta 
kUiM  tha  aataat  fat  taataat.    taa  tatalit  af  »a|ah  m«  •••  laagtay  t«  ha 
(soarta4  hata.     Ta  aaataat  a  tatattaaaa  af  taa  affaata.    taa  t ataat  «n 
tafcaa  ftta  tfca  iMc*fki|ii*liM*Bk*i  It,    It1f--a«4  la»«iH  aagat  taa 
*«aaaiaai  waata  It  «n  thlfta4  taaatal  liaiat  fr»»  •••  aatttlaa  ta  aaathat. 
aatll  ftaatly   AatU  14.    lttt--taa  aaahat  wat  raaaaaa*.    taa  raaalat  Uaatlftat 
aa4  aaaaatly  tafia  4  taaaata  taa  tataaahagat.     That  hatlal  wat  Iataa4a4  to 
»a  taa  that....  Tha  fatally  waa  raaiavatf  ttmm  taa  atyatf-Matah  It.  !•••-• 
aa4  alacai  la  •  taaaataay  taalt  atactat  •  thatt  tlttaaat   aarthaatt  af  taa 
taaih.     Tat  aattattl  waa  taaa  taaa4.    a  a«aarata  faatlag  atoalia*  fat  taa  aatlrt 
lata  aat  Itt  aalght  laaraata*  ay  aa  a44ltl«a  ta  taa  thaft. 

Vatt  taa  wath  af  tttallilag  taa   ■aaaaaat  vti  aaatly  fWlthat     taa 
< achat  waa  *§*ta  ratataat  --Aatll  t4.    I#4l«*ta  taa  ajathla  tataaphagat. 
••4  taa  athat  aaathatt  af  taa  faailly  ta  taalt  atyat*  la  tha  taj >alahat. 
Talt  att  aagaaiaat  vtt  thaaght  la  ha  a  at  aiaaa  at     hat  aaaa  taa  ta*aatt  af  Mr 
laawtt  T.  hlaaala.    taa   at  at  tat  waa  ttaaatt4tta4,    taa  .  athat  waa  af  ala 
traatfa  timi  ft  an  tha  at  at  ala  tatatthagai  ta  a  atyat  ta  tha   taaalchat.    ta 
•••it  tia  laat  latwta>aat-*4aataa>har  14.    Il«l-»4atatlha4  la  tht«  waaagraaa. . . . 

At  tha  a*aalat«*  haat.fos  Saft.   %$.    Ittl|  tha  taatat  vat  hataa 
withaat  aataaiaay.    ftaai  lit  atyat  la  tha  taaa  I  chat  ta  taa  atatiltl  hall. 
whata  taa  flaal  Uaatlflaatlaa  wat  aia4a.     Taa  aawatltttaa  aaa  Ia«lta4 
gaattt  aaaaajhlat  aa4  taa  laaatata  wlth4aaw. ... 

Tha  aataat  waa  waty  laag  aa4  aaty  wlta  hat  taty  ahallaw.     Tha 

at  gaaatally  taaaataa*     Taa  a  ataat  waa  laataa  with  a  «a4a*  aatatlag  that 
aa4  haeaaaa  laaattat  aa*  1*4  fallaa  away  la  alaaat.    av!4aatly  ftaai  aga 
aa*  aiack  haatllag. 

Tha  raaaalat  wata  ttattaa-  la  •  talt  af  hlaaa  alath.    whlta  thaft  wlta 
callaa  attahaat.    aa4  a  tatga  hlaah  tlaah  taah  aa  ha  ataally  wata  4atlag 
hit  Ufa  tliaa.     Tha   ,  Illaw  af  tha  aaffla  ha4  taaa4a4.    tha  haa4  wat  thtawa 
haah  aa4  slight ty  ta  aaa  i!4a.     Tha  la  at  at a*  wata  aaaltata4. . . .  * 


<^i  \ivr#  wfcrtl 


STATE     JOURNAL,     SPRINGFIELD 


C^Making' 

Conversation 

BY  J.    EMIL   SMITH 


We  listened  recently  to,  and  now  pass  on 
to  our  readers  for  their  own  reactions,  a 
suggestion  made  by  a 
prominent  citizen,  who 
regards  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  the  greatest  and 
most  inspiring  mortal  per- 
sonality of  all  history. 

This  citizen  has  no  de- 
sire to  clash  with  relig- 
ious or  other  convictions 
that  others  may  hold,  and 
would  rather  cancel  out 
his  thought  than  be  re- 
garded as  .  sacrilegious. 
His  sincerity,  In  other 
words,  is  above  question. 

The  other  evening,  he  was  discussing  the 
occasion,  some  forty  years  ago  or  so,  when 
the  body  of  Lincoln  was  viewed  by  a  small 
committee  of  official  Illinoisans,  in  the 
j  course  of  repairs  both  to  the  tomb  and  to 
'  the  casket  which  contains  the  Emancipa- 
tor's remains.  The  reported  excellent  con- 
dition of  the  martyr's  body  brought  the 
suggestion.     Said  the  citizen: 

"Ages  ago,  human  bodies  were  embalmed 
in  a  way  that  resulted  in  an  almost  infinite 
state  of  entity  and  identification. 

"With  the  spirit  of  Lincoln  hourly  laying 
hold  of  so  many  more  Americans,  as  well  as 
students  of  history  from  other  lands,  why 
not  resurrect  his  body,  if  the  state  of'  pres- 
ervation now  justifies  it,  prepare  it  as  scien- 
tifically as  is  possible,  and  make  a  sacred 
exhibit  of  it,  permanently,  in  glass— that 
the  countless  people  who  adore  the  great 
man's  memory,  may  visit  his  shrine  and 
draw  inspiration  from  sight  of  the  man 
himself?" 

As  pointed  out,  opinions  on  the  sugges- 
tion are  withheld,  but  this  citizen's  sin- 
cerity was  obvious.  Instances  are  recorded 
of  like  preservation  of  people  who  have 
wielded  an  infinitely  lesser  degree  of  in- 
fluence upon  Americans,  or  upon  peoples 
of  their  own  nationality. 

It  may  be  that  some  of  our  readers  may 
have  their  own  opinions.- 


"      .,1u(  WN  <3^(^ 
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J^  Moving  Lincoln's  Body. 


EdltorfThe  St.  Louis  Stur:  The  artlek  te* 
lng  of  lirTpToTeTmuits  at  the  Lincoln  mon&nen 
at  Springfield,  in.,  la  a  remind^ofthe  w&ufa 

'■"'.Wfe  U'liQiJj'c.  bc,dy  has  been  tnoVlfl  HrhTcit 
was  first  buried  in  '65.  It  seems  he  hud  but 
little  rest  while  living,  and  has  had  but  little 
more  since. 

The  crypt  in  which  he  was  buried  remained 
undisturbed  for  eleven  years,  from  1865  to  1876. 
when  on  election  night  of  '76  a  gang  of  Chicago 
counterfeiters,  turned  grave  robbers,  made  an 
attempt  to  steal  the  body.  They  had  removed 
the  marble  slab  which  covered  the  top  when 
they  were  frightened  by  the  appearance  of 
officers  and  fled.  Two  of  the  gang  were  later 
captured  and  served  prison  sentences.  The  casket, 
Which  they  had  partly  removed,  was  replaced, 
and  the  marble  slab  put  in  position.  It  re- 
mained but  six  days,  when  fearing  another  at- 
tempt might  be  made,  the  authorities  secretly 
removed  the  casket  and  carried  it  Into  the 
cellar  of  the  Memorial  Building  nearby.  Here 
it  was  placed  on  the  floor  in  the  corner,  and 
completely  covered  by  a  pile  of  old  lumber  and 
boards,  where  it  remained  undisturbed  lor  two 
years,  until  1878. 

In  the  latter  year,  two  new  groups  of  statuary, 
one  representing  the  army  and  the  other  the 
navy,  were  added  to  the  monument,  and  fear- 
ing the  workmen  might  discover  the  hidden 
casket,  it  was  decided  to  dig  a  grave  in  the  cellar 
and  bury  it  there.  It  had  been  buried  but  a 
lew  days  when  a  mysterious  postal  card  was 
received,  warning  of  further  danger  to  the  body. 
The  authorities  were  now  in  a  panic,  and  to 
make  sure  that  everything  was  all  right,  they 
took  the  casket  out  of  the  grave,  and  then  re- 
buried  it  after  being  satisfied  it  was  safe. 

When,  four  years  later  (1882),  Mrs.  Lincoln 
died,  she  was  publicly  buried  in  a  crypt  near 
the  one  formerly  occupied  by  her  husband,  but 
which  was  now  empty,  though  unknown  to  the 
public.  Immediately  after  the  funeral  her  son 
Robert  ordered  his  mother's  body  removed  and 
ouried  in  the  nearby  cellar,  by  the  side  of  his 
father.  When  the  monument  was  finally  com- 
pleted in  1883  the  crowds  which  attended  the 
ceremony  had  little  suspicion  that  the  bodies 
were  not  in  their  proper  places;  but  were  buried 
elsewhere. 

It  was  not  until  lour  years  later  (1887),  that 
it  was  decided  to  prepare  permanent  crypts  at 
the  monument,  and  the  two  bodies  were  taken 
from  the  cellar,  and  supposedly  buried  for  the 
last  time.  More  trouble  came  twelve  years 
later.  The  foundations  of  the  monument  were 
settling  and  it.  was  decided  to  take  it  down  and 
rebuild  It.  While  this  work  was  being  done, 
the  bodies  were  again  removed  and  placed  In  a 
vault  nearby,  where  they  remained  for  two  years 
(1901),  when  they  were  permanently  buried. 

Thus  it  took  thirty-six  years,  from  1865  to 
1901,  for  the  body  of  Lincoln  to  find  its  final 
resting  place.  N 

v-v         BUR  TENPIN. 

|f,    J.OU19    Mil.    3'4'iiM 
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September  2,  1931, 


Mr.  Edward  K.  Terry, 
9528  Wisteria  St., 
Bustleton,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir: 

Your   favor  of  August   1st  received   in  due  time. 
I  note  that  you  are   seeking  facts  pertaining  to  the   incident  of 
the    laying  aivay  the   last  time   of  the   remains   of  President  Lincoln 
which  occurred  September  26,    1901. 

Those   present  were:     John  J.   Brenholt,  acting 
governor   (in  the  absence  from  the   state  of  Governor  Yates) \  M.    0. 
Williamson,  State  Treasurer.;   Joseph  Freeman,  acting  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instructicn^James  S.  McCul lough,  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
counts;  B.   D.   Monroe,  Assistant  Attorney  General^ James  S.   Culver, 
contractor sXPloyd  K,   Whittemore,  Assistant  State   Treasurer ;\ Geo. 
N.   Black,  Assistant  Attorney  General  ^Clinton  L.   Ewingj^Joseph 
Lindley,  railroad  and  warehouse   commissioner  ^Edward  Johnson, 
custodian  of  the  monument )( Mr s .   Edward  Johnson;  Mrs.  Alfred  Bay- 
lisssXRoss  Culver ;X Jasper  N.   Reece  ^Fleetwood  H.    Lindley;    J.    C. 
Thompson,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction;   Leon 
P.    Hopkins,  master  plumber */ Charles  Wiley,  assistant  plumber. 

The   commission  consisted  of  the  Governor,  State 
Treasurer,  and  Superintendent  of  Pu.blic   Instruction.      The  Governor, 
Mr.   Yates,  and  Alfred  Bayliss,  Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction., 
were  absent  from  the   state. 

It  was  agreed  by  the   commission  that  they  would  meet 
at  the  monument  at  8:00  A.    M.    on  the  26th  of  September,    1901,  and 
at  the   request  of  Robert  Lincoln,   the  President ' sson,  we  would  have 
as    little  publicity  as   possible.      To  our  great  surprise  when  we 
came  to  the  monument  at  the  appointed  time,  we  found  awaiting  us 
nearly  a  dozen  reporters.      Having  promised  Robert  Lincoln,  the   son, 
to  have  as   little   publicity  as   possible,  we  refused  admittance  to 
all  except  those  herein  mentioned. 
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Mr.  Terry  -2-  Sept.  2,  1931 


The  remains  of  the  President  were  enclosed  in  a  lead 
casket  and  that  was  enclosed  in  a  red  cedar  casket.   The  lead  casket 
was  opened  by  Leon  P.  Hopkins,  the  plumber,  and  those  present  viewed 
the  remains ,  after  which  the  lead  casket  was  sealed.  The  remains 
were  in  perfect  condition,  no  signs  of  decomposition.   There  was  a 
small  spot  on  the  necktie  and  on  the  lapel  of  the  coat  that  looked 
like  mildew. 

The  committee  made  a  certificate  of  the  above  facts 
which  was  duly  filed.   The  remains  were  then  placed  in  a  concrete 
block  eight  feet  square  several  feet  under  the  floor  of  the  monument, 

I  have  marked  with  an  X  those  who  have  passed  away. 
If  there  are  any  others,  I  do  net  know  it. 

When  you  have  selected  out  what  you  want  to  use,  send 
me  a  copy  and  I  will  see  if  there  are  any  corrections  to  be  made. 


Very  truly  yours 


COKTEMPORARY  ACCOUNT 

OF  REMOVAL  OF 
LIKCOLM '  S  REMAINS 

(Excerpt  from  Chicago  Herald, 

and  Examiner, 
FeDruary~Tiy""T924) 

*  •  * 
LINCOLW  »S  REMAINS  INTERRED 
11  TIMES  SINCE  ASSASSIRATIOB 


Corpse  of  Martyred  President  target  of 
Ghouls  in  1876;  Sixteen  Viewed  Body  in 
1901;  Mark  Birth  Anniversary  Tomorrow 

The  l£5th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  will  be  celebrated  tomorrow.  In  keeping  with 
this  occasion  The  Herald  and  Examiner  is  privileged 
to  publish  the  exclusive  story  of  Charles  K.  Wheeler, 
noted  political  vTiter,  concerning  the  strange  series 
of  events  that  have  centered  around  the  body  of  the 
immortal  "Abe"  since  his  death.  Hitherto  unknown 
facts  about  the  whereabouts  oT   Lincoln *?  body,  reports 
that  ghouls  had  removed  it  from  the  tomb  at  Springfield 
and.  other  amazing  revelations  are  contained  in  Mr, 
Wheeler  *  s  account , 

By  Charles  I«  Wheeler, 

It  is  not  known  generally  by  the  present  generation  ,  ,  . 

That  sixteen  persons  of  whom  three  recently  were  survivors, 
looked  on  the  mortal  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1901. 

That  an  almost  successful  attempt  was  made  to  steal  the  body 
for  ransom  in  1876. 

That  the  body,  besides  several  temporary  removals,  was 
accorded  a  new  resting  place  eleven  times,  and  that  the  casket 


HAS  opened  twice  i  f ter  the  first  burial  for  identification 
purposes. 

That  at  the  final  interment  an  unknown  Negro  was  one  of 
trie  pallbearers, 

SEAL  CASKET  II  COMPETE 

At  the  last  burial  in  1901,  the  long,  marrow,  shallow 
lee  den  coffin  with  •  cedar  covering  was  placed  under  several 
feet  of  solid  concrete  beneath  the  baa*  of  the  imposing  monument 
which  now  towers  over  the  country-side  in  the  beautiful  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery  in  Springfield,  111. 

This  precaution  was  taken  in  order  to  insure  for  all  time, 
perhaps,  the  permanent  renting  place  of  the  martyred  President. 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  sealing  of  zhe   vault  forever — 
September  86,  1901 — that  the  leftt  pcaona  to  look  upon  the 
kindly  features  in  this  world  finally  dispelled  the  suspicion 
lor;g  entertained  by  Ban/  incredulous  ones  that  thieves  . 
made  awry  with  the  body  on  the  night  of  the  memorable  liayes-Tilden 
national  election  in  1876. 

DISPELS  SUSPICION 

Despite  the  assurances  of  the  author! tie a,  the  fiction 
persisted  for  years  that  the  body  was  not  there  and  the 
officialdom  in  Springfield  had  certified  to  the  contrary  in 
order  to  preserve  for  the  state  capital  the  national  shrine, 
end  not  merely  a  cenotaph. 

Known  facts  deducted  at  the  time — 1376 — were  that  some 
time  during  the  ri^ht  the  body-snatchers  had  pried  open  the 
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entrance  to  the  crypt  of  the  old  monument  end  had  removed 

the  coffin  from  the  marble  sarcophagus.  In  their  haste  to 
make  away  with  it  the  thieves  had  jammed  the  coffin  against  the 
outer  entrance,  splitting  off  s  part  of  the  cedar  cover »■ 

Either  through  freight  (sic)  or  (as  one  rumor  persisted) 
they  had  removed  the  body,  the  ghouls  let  the  coffin  fall  to 
the  floor  wiiieh  further  fractured  the  outer  covering. 

At  any  rate  the  alarm  was  soon  spread  by  the  watchman, 
and  when  the  police  officials  arrived  on  the  scene  the  partly 
open  coffin  was  discovered  wedged  in  the  outer  doorway.  Some 
of  the  perpetrators  subsequently  were  apprehended  and  punished. 

The  rumor  grew  for  years  that  the  thieves  had  been 
successful.  Gossip  had  the  body  hidden  in  several  places.  To 
put  an  end  to  this,  the  casket  was  opened  in  1887  and  prominent 
men  of  Springfield  certified  that  the  body  of  Lincoln  was  there, 

VOTB  SUMS  FOH  HBPAXlf 

Still  the  gossip  spread  to  the  contrary,  and,  finally, 
under  the  administration  of  Governor  John  H,  Tanner  (1837- 
1901),  the  Legislature  appropriated  $100,000  to  repair  and 
rebuild  the  monument, 

there  were  in  the  crypts  at  the  time  the  bodies  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Lincoln,  their  sons,  Edward.   Baker,  William  Wallace 
and  Thomas,  end  their  grandson,  Abraham  Lincoln  II,  These  weve 
removed  to  a  temporary  vault  near  the  monument  during  the 

a Iterations, 

„,         ,     , ,       ,    concrete  footing  provided 
The  monument  was  then  razed,  a  *  l 
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for  the  entire  base  and  its  height  Increased  by  en  addition  to 
tr.e  shaft. 

On  April  £4,  1901,  Lincoln1   jody  wai  returned  to  the  marble 
sarcophagus  in  the  new  monument,  and  the  other  members  of  the 
femily  to  tha  crypts  in  t      ilchap. 

The  arrangement  was  thought  to  be  permanent,  but  some  time 
lrter  George  M,  Pullman,  developer  of  the  sleeping  Cf-r,  died. 
At  the  time  Bobert  T.  Lincoln,  the  only  surviving  son  of  the 
martyred  President,  became  president  of  the  Pullman  Company, 
The  Pullman  family,  to  guard  agelnet  body-snatchers,  had  a 
special  wire  cage  made  for  their  mausoleum,  Robert  Lincoln  ami 
impressed  with  this  idea,  end  at  his  request  the  Springfield 
shrine  was  again  remodeled.  During  this  final  alteration,  Lincoln1 s 
coffin  was  taken  from  the  sarcophagus  rnd  placed  in  one  of   the 
crypts,  with  •  twenty-four-hour  guard  maintained  daily. 

PLAN  BBCRXT  BURIAL 

Members  of  the  National  Lincoln  Monument  Association,  the 
Lincoln  Guard  of  Honor  and  certain  state  officials  charged 
With  overseeing  the  work  of   remodeling  hid   agreed  quietly  the t 
they  would  not  announce  In  advance  the  day  on  which  the  body 
waa  to  be  placed  in  its  final  retting  place. 

They  also  agreed  that,  on  thii  last  opportunity  to 
determine  whether  the  precious  remains  were  still  there,  they 
would  open  the  coffin  and  see  for  themselves. 

The  committee  members  had  sent  the  word  along  to  be  on 
hand  that  Afternoon  at  the  cemetery.  One  of  the  member?  was  the 
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then  Stmt*  Superintendent  of   Public  Instruction  Alfred  Bsyliss. 
He  vas  called  out  of  Springfield  on  official  business  sad  wps 
;Ie  to  return  in  tine  to  peach  the  cemetery  for  the 

inspection. 

There  was  in  his  office  fit  that  time,  however,  a  young 
men,  who  is  among  the  several  thousand  who  have  been  told  they 
resemble  Lincoln  in  their  features.  He  was  Jacob  C.  Thompson, 
Thompson  is  still  in  the  some  office — superintendent  of  public 
construction — having  served  continuously  for  almost  thirty- 
three  years, 

ACCOMPANIES  COMMITTEE 

Young  Thompson  worshipped  the  memory  of  Lincoln,  He  had. 
e   suspicion  this  Autumn  day  they  were  going  to  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery 
to  piece  the  coffin  in  its  new  grave.  He  prevailed  upon  the 
committee  members  to  let  him  take  Mr,  Bsyliss*  place. 

Thompson's  story  follows: 

•At  the  appointed  hour,  the  casket  was  borne  without 
ceremony  from  its  crypt  in  the  sepulcher  to  memorial  hall, 
where  the  filial  identification  was  made.  The  commission  and 
invited  guests  assembled  and  the  laborers  withdrew, 

MThe  pallbearers  were  Herman  Gaa,  John  M,  Long,  George 
Scroggins,  John  P.  Thompson,  John  Whitney  and  a  colored  nan 
whose  name  no  one  remembers, 

IK  WEIRD  SETTING 

"The  unfinished  memorial  hall  gave  one  all  the  weird 

impressions  of  a   catacomb.  The  walls  were  damp  and  discolored. 

An  improvised  paper  curtain  was  fastened  over  the  window  sash 
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and  formed  the  upper  half  of  the  door.  There  was  no 
ventilation. 

■An  Incandescent  l?mp,  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  thre^r  over 
everything  a  lurid  glow.  A   bedly  worn  electric  fen  jarred  like 
•  discord  in  ■  mournful  tune.  No  sects  were  provided  for  the 
invited  guests.  All  stood,  with  uncovered  heads. 

"The  casket  was  very  long  and  very  wide,  but  shallow.  It 
Ml  not  a  cedar  casket  as  generally  supposed.  It  sal  lerden  with 
a  cedar  covering,  that  had  fallen  away  in  places,  evidently  from 
age  tnd  much  handling. 

EASILY  RSC0GNIZABL1 

"I  can't  tell  you  what  a  queer  feeling  came  over  me  as  they 
began  to  open  the  casket.   I  was  about  to  look  upon  the  real  human 
face  of  tnis  great  and  beloved  nan* 

"V/e  looked  and  there  he  wasf  just  as  we  fcnai  nisi  from  the 
pictures.  Any  schoolboy  who  had  §i  picture  of  Lincoln  with 

his  whiskers  could  have  recognized  hiou 

"Too  saach  space  has  bee;,  devoted  to  the  western  habit  of 
illustrating  Lincoln's  reasonings  by  Mans  of  humorous  storl 
£s  we  gazed  on  the  great  face  we  beheld,  instead  of  levity,  the 
marks  of  melancholy  and  care." 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  bad  made  diligent  Starah  for  the  colored 
nan  who  acted  as  one  of  the  pallbearers  st  the  final  burial f  but 
he  had  been  unsuccessful. 


-6- 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation   --------   Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor. 

Published  each  week  by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


No.  320 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


May  27,  1935 


THE  BURIAL  OF  LINCOLN 


Memorial  Day  invites  a  general  visitation  of  the  ceme- 
teries of  the  land  and  naturally  directs  our  attention  to 
the  interment  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  martyrdom 
and  extensive  funeral  preparations  did  much  to  inaugur- 
ate the  annual  Decoration  Day. 

The  first  reference  appearing  in  the  press  relating  to 
a  burial  plan  for  the  President  states  that  "his  remains 
will  be  temporarily  deposited  in  the  vault  of  the  Con- 
gressional Cemetery."  This  supposition,  however,  proved 
to  be  untrue. 

It  was  proposed  by  many  in  official  circles  that  the 
body  of  Lincoln  should  be  "placed  permanently  in  the 
vault  under  the  capitol  prepared  for  the  remains  of 
George  Washington." 

The  third  day  after  Lincoln's  death  Governor  Oglesby 
of  Illinois,  who  had  been  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
family  of  the  late  president  about  the  burial  place,  an- 
nounced that  the  remains  would  be  returned  to  Illinois. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Illinois  then  in  Washing- 
ton, a  set  of  resolutions  was  drawn  up  which  contained 
this  clause  referring  to  the  disposition  of  the  body  of 
Lincoln: 

"Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
heartily  tendered  to  the  federal  authorities  in  this  city, 
for  their  cordial  co-operation  and  concurrence  with  the 
citizens  of  Illinois,  in  securing  to  that  State  the  remains 
of  the  citizen  she  delighted  to  honor  and  the  President 
she  gave  to  the  nation;  and  that  we  will  receive  as  a 
sacred  trust  all  that  is  left  of  the  illustrious  dead,  to  be 
deposited  amidst  the  people  who  first  learned  to  love 
him,  because  they  first  knew  him  to  be  great  in  goodness 
and  good  in  greatness." 

The  place  of  interment  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  was  not 
determined  until  the  funeral  procession  reached  the  city. 
A  tract  of  land  where  the  State  House  now  stands  had 
been  acquired  and  a  stone  vault  built  to  receive  the  re- 
mains of  the  President,  but  Mrs.  Lincoln  insisted  that 
her  husband  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be  buried  in  a 
quiet  place,  and  the  Oak  Ridge  location  was  finally 
agreed  upon. 

Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  Vault 
Interment,  May  U,  1865 
Upon  reaching  Springfield,  immediately  after  the  elab- 
orate services,  the  body  of  President  Lincoln  was  placed 
in  the  receiving  vault  of  the  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery.  It  had 
been  brought  over  a  seventeen  hundred  mile  route  from 
Washington  and  had  been  viewed  in  all  the  principal 
cities  enroute  during  the  twenty  days  since  the  Presi- 
dent's assassination. 

National  Lincoln  Monument  Association  Vault 
Interment,  Dec.  21,  1865 
One  week  after  Mr.  Lincoln's  remains  reached  Spring- 
field, the  National   Lincoln  Monument  Association  was 
formed.  Their  first  task  was  to  build  a  temporary  vault 
which  they  constructed  about  seventy-five  yards  south- 
east of  the  receiving  tomb.   The  body  of  Lincoln  was 
moved  to  this  vault  on  December  21,  1865. 
The  Crypt 
First  Interment,  Sept.  19, 1871 
When    the    catacomb   of   the   Lincoln    monument   was 
ready  to  receive  the  casket  it  was  placed  in  crypt  num- 
ber one  on  September  19,  1871.  Before  moving  the  body 
to  the  monument  it  was  taken  out  of  the  original  coffin 
and  placed  in  an  iron  one. 

The  Sarcophagus 
Interment,  Oct.  9,  187U 
While  the  body  of  the  President  was  resting  in  the 
crypt,  the  construction  of  a  beautiful  white  marble  sar- 
cophagus was  under  way.  When  it  was  ready  to  receive 


the  remains  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  it  was  found  that  the  iron 
coffin  was  too  large  to  be  placed  within  it  and  one  of  red 
cedar,  heavily  lined  with  lead,  was  prepared.  The  body 
was  placed  in  the  marble  sarcophagus  on  October  9, 
1874,  and  it  was  expected  that  this  would  be  the  per- 
manent burial  place. 

The  Tomb  Recess 
First  Interment,  Nov.  15,  1876 
On  the  night  of  November  7,  1876,  ghouls  broke  into 
the  sarcophagus   and  were  nearly  successful  in  an  at- 
tempt to  steal  the  President's  body,  planning  to  hold  it 
for  ransom.  Realizing  how  insecure  the  body  was  in  the 
sarcophagus,  it  was  removed  secretly  into  one  of  the  side 
recesses  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  memorial. 
The  Tomb  Recess 
Second  Interment,  Nov.  22,  1878 
When  the  statuary  was  placed  on  the  monument,  it 
was  necessary  to  make  some  changes  in  the  recess  where 
the  body  was  secreted.  It  was  thought  wise  at  this  time 
to  bury  the  coffin  in  the  northern  recess  just  back  of  the 
catacomb.  This  was  also  done  secretly.  It  had  not  seemed 
necessary  to  bury  the  remains  when  the  body  was  first 
placed  in  the  catacomb,  but  it  now  appeared  to  be  ad- 
visable. 

The  Catacomb 
Interment,  April  14,  1887 
During  the  years  the  body  of  Lincoln  had  been  se- 
creted, the  marble  receptacle,  which  had  been  used  as  a 
sarcophagus  while  it  contained  the  body  of  Lincoln,  had 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  center  of  the  catacomb. 
Directly  under  the  floor  of  the  catacomb  a  brick  and 
mortar  vault  was  built  and  on  April  14,  1887,  the  re- 
mains of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  placed  side  by  side 
in  this  new  burial  place. 

The  Temporary  Vault 
Interment,  1899 
The  Lincoln  tomb  by  the  year  1899  had  shown  such 
evidence  of  decay  that  the  Illinois  Legislature  decided 
that  it  would  have  to  be  rebuilt.  This  called  for  the  re- 
moval  of  the  Lincoln  family  remains   to   a  temporary- 
vault  during  the  reconstruction  of  the  monument. 
The  Crypt 
Second  Interment,  Feb.,  1901 
When  the  reconstructed  monument  was  ready  in  Feb- 
ruary,  1901,  the  remains  of  the  family,  including  Mr. 
Lincoln's,  were  placed  in  the  series  of  crypts  prepared 
for  them.    Beside    the   bodies    of    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
three  sons,  Edward,  William  and  Thomas,  were  placed  in 
the  compartments  of  the  catacomb. 
The  Cenotaph 
Interment,  September  26,  1901 
The  last  interment  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  remains  took 
place  on   September  26,  1901.   Robert  Lincoln  arranged 
for  the  construction  of  a  steel  and  cement  vault  to  be 
located  under  the  floor  of  the  catacomb  and  to  be  sealed 
by  a  cover  of  the  same  material. 

The  old  marble  sarcophagus,  which  at  one  time  held 
the  remains  of  Lincoln,  after  the  reconstruction  of  the 
monument  was  used  as  a  cenotaph  to  mark  the  resting 
place  of  Lincoln  in  the  vault  ten  feet  below  the  floor  of 
the  catacomb. 

The  more  recent  improvements  made  at  the  tomb, 
which  caused  many  changes  in  the  interior  construction, 
did  not  disturb  the  vault  in  which  Lincoln  lies  buried. 
A  new  cenotaph  was  provided,  however,  and  the  exact 
position  of  the' body  is  described  by  the  custodian  as  "six 
feet  from  the  inside  north  wall  ten  feet  below  the  floor 
with  head  to  the  west  and  thirty  inches  north  of  the  new 
cenotaph." 


First  Three  Lincoln  Burial  Vaults 
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Upper  left— Temporary  vault  on 
northeast  slope  of  hill  on  which 
stands  the  Lincoln  tomb.  Lincoln's 
body  was  removed  to  this  vault 
from  the  original  receiving  vault  in 
December,  1865,  where  the  body  re- 
mained until  it  was  removed  to  the 
nearly  completed  tomb  and  placed 
In  a  crypt  until  1871. 

Upper  right— The  receiving  vault 
In  Oak  Ridge  cemetery  in  which 
was  placed  the  body  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  during  the  funeral  on  May 
4,  1865,  remaining  there  until  re- 
moved to  the  temporary  vault. 

Lower— The  vault  erected  by  the 
city  of  Springfield  on  the  Mather 
property  where  the  state  house  now 
stands.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  the 
remains  of  President  Lincoln,  it  was 
expected  that  he  would  be  placed 
therein  until  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able monument,  which  was  intend- 
ed to  be  erected  on  the  same 
ground.  Absolute  refusal  on  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  permit  his  burial 
anyplace  except  in  Oak  Ridge  cem- 
etery, caused  the  elimination  of  this 
property  both  as  a  temporary  vault 
and  -  as  the  site  of  a  permanent 
monument.  The  vault  was  located 
halfway  between  Monroe  street  and 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  state 
house. 
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Lindley,  Fleetwood, 


Tells  Oi  Lincoln    j 
Casket  Opening 
41  Years  Ago 

Glenarm,  /  Feb. '  11.— Fleetwood 
Lindley,  Springfield,  one  of  four 
living  persons  who  viewed  the  re- 
mains of  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
the  casket  of  the  Emancipator  was 
opened  in  1901,  addressed  an  as- 
sembly of  Ball  Township  High 
school  this  afternoon. 
I  Lindley,  who  was  14  years  old 
when  the  casket  was  opened,  de- 
I  scribed  in  his  talk  the  features  of 
Lincoln.  He  told  of  the  various 
separate  funeral  services,  nine  in 
all,  which  were  held  for  Lincoln. 

The  speaker  was  introduced  by 
R.  R.  Morrison,  principal  of  the 
high  school. 


Inn: 


to  a   t» 
This  vault  was  at 

3*pt»   1  f   the  bo  it  wp.i  Bored  f  r  >■ 

t 
vis   r«nv 

lot,    7, 
fr  e   tJ  ■  m  l'intly  t 

v.  1   ,    1  :  ra  an 
r  In  t,   w  ■  bu 

;    a    shor 

lt   It  w.  i  retur     J  t  », 


being  nearly  corpleted*  At  the  request  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the 
bod/  was  BOTed  onoe  again,  on  Sept.  26,  la   1.  It  was  placed  in  a 
a  cement  rault,  directly  below  the  sarcpphagus,  where  it  hat  . 
ed  undisturbed  sinoe  that  date* 


(111.  De^t.  of  public  wort 
ingf*   The  tosib  of  Abrnhasj  Lincoln, 
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SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 


CENTENNIAL      BUILDING 


December  17,  1962 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald: 

We  have  a  picture  such  as  you  sent.   In  fact, 
we  have  about  25  different  views  of  the  moving  of 
bodies  at  Lincoln's  Tomb  April  24,  1901.   Some  are 
better  pictures  and  certainly  more  interesting.   I 
think  some  might  be  more  suitable  for  Lincoln  Lore 
if  you  are  doing  a  story  on  that  incident. 

I  can  identify  only  a  few  in  the  picture. 
The  man  at  extreme  left,  arms  folded  is  Alfred  Orendorff 
next  in  square  derby  hat  is  Floyd  K.  Whittemore.   The 
man  in  front  center  with  umbrella  is  Sam  H.  Jones.   Two 
boys  in  caps  by  box  are  Alvin  and  Edward  Keys.   The  man 
in  derby  next  to  bearded  man  at  extreme  right  is  George 
Keys  . 

The  man  with  light  colored  hat  talking  to 
Sam  H.  Jones  (man  with  umbrella)  is  Lt .  Gov.  William 
A.Northcott  (1897-1905).  I  cannot  be  sure  about  the 
lady . 

I'm  in  no  hurry  about  the  ledgers.   I'll 
just  have  to  pay  for  my  own  insurance. 


NEWTON  C.  PARR 
RAYMOND  N.  DOOLDY 
CLARHNCC  P.  MC  CL1-LI.AN1) 


Sincerely  yours, 

James  T.  Hickey 

Curator,  Lincoln  Collection 


CL\  DB  C.  WALTON 

State  Historian 


MARGARET  A.  l-UNT 
Assistant  State  Historian 


HOWARD  P.  ItlSSLI- 

Erfftoi 


JTH:njd 


ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY 

CENTENNIAL     BUILDING  ,         SP  R  I  NG  F  I  ELD  ,   I  LL  I  N  O  I  S 

January  2,  1963 


NF.WTON  C.  PARR 
RAYMOND  N.  DOOLP.Y 
CLARENCE  P.  MC  CLF.LI 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Gerald: 

I  have  picked  out  about  20  good  pictures  taken 
in  1901  at  the  Tomb.   Actually  when  I  got  the  file  out  I 
found  there  was  close  to  fifty  rather  than  twenty-five, 
even  a  picture  of  the  photographers  taking  the  pictures. 
I  have  picked  out  different  views  of  Lincoln's  boxed 
coffin  and  of  the  other  members  of  the  family,  also  a  picture 
of  the  original  coffin  which  had  been  discarded  and  buried 
in  the  floor  of  the  tomb  and  found  again  in  the  1901  re- 
building. 

If  agreeable  to  you  I  will  just  have  negatives 
made  for  you  and  you  can  make  your  own  prints.  Will  the 
twenty  be  too  many  or  should  I  be  even  more  selective? 

Enclosed  are  some  reference  reports  on  the  sub- 
ject.  As  you  no  doubt  will  see,  there  have  been  so  many 
burials  that  it  gets  a  bit  confusing. 

I  think  a  good  accurate  account  of  all  the 
different  burials  and  moves  would  make  a  good  Lincoln 
Lore .   However,  I  think  some  of  these  accounts  should 
be  carefully  checked. 

Siiacerely  yours, 

James   T.    Hickey 

Curator,    Lincoln   Collection 


JTH:njd 


Cl.YDliC.  WALION 

Stale  Historian 


MARGARET  A.  FLINT 

Mststant  Slate  Historian 


HOWARD  P.  RISSLEH 

Editor 
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REMOVAL  OF  LINCOLN'S  BODY  RECALLED 


This  is  a  view  of  temporary  vault  at 
Springfield,  111.,  from  which  caskets 
with  bodies  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  his  wife 
and  two  of  their  sons  were  removed  to 


rebuilt  tomb  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery 
April  24,  1901.  Picture  is  from  collec- 
tion of  Illinois  State  Historical  Library. 
(AP  Wirephoto) 


Historical  Scrapbook 

from  THE  TRIBUNE'S  files  of 
50  AND  100  YEARS  AGO 

Dec.  22,  1915.  London— Premier  Asqwth's 
request  for  1,000,000  extra  men  to  carry 
on  the  war  finally  was  agreed  upon  in  the 
commons  at  5:30  this  morning  after  an 
all  night  session.  The  debate  was  carried 
on  mostly  by  opponents  of  conscription 
and  members  who  have  criticized  the  gov- 
ernment on  conduct  of  the  war.  Of  the 
few  members  present  to  preserve  a 
quorum,  many  were  asleep  before  4 
o'clock,  speeches  being  interrupted  by 
their  snores.  The  additional  men  voted  will 
bring  the  British  army  up  to  4,000,000  men. 

Dec.  22,  1865.  Springfield— The  remains 
of  President  Lincoln  have  been  removed 
from  the  Oak  Ridge  cemetery  vault  to 
another  near  the  selected  site  for  the 
monument  to  him.  There  was  no  cere- 
mony, but  Mrs.  Lincoln,  her  son,  Robert, 
and  several  members  of  the  monument 
association  were  present. 
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Abe  Lincoln  safely  reburied  after  theft 
attempt 


By  DAVID  ELBERT 
REGISTER  BUSINESS  EDITOR 


The  failed  attempt  by  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  to  steal  the  body  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  Nov.  7,  1876,  helped  to  launch  one  of  the 
more  bizarre  and  ironic  stories  involving  an  American  president. 

The  gang  wanted  the  governor  of  Illinois  to  free  from  prison 
Benjamin  Boyd,  a  master  engraver  whose  printing  plates  were  the 
chief  source  of  the  gang's  illegal  income.  The  plan  was  steal  to 
Lincoln's  body  and  hold  it  for  ransom  until  Boyd  was  freed. 

Thomas  J.  Craughwell's  new  book,  "Stealing  Lincoln's  Body,"  tells 
how  the  Secret  Service  learned  of  the  plot  and  was  able  to  thwart 
it  on  the  same  night  that  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  was  elected 
president  in  a  highly  contested  election. 

The  book  from  Harvard  University  Press  goes  on  sale  in  April  for 
$25.  It  is  layered  with  historical  context  on  counterfeiting,  as  well 
as  funeral  and  law  enforcement  practices.  The  author  is  an  eclectic 
writer  whose  previous  subjects  include  the  Catholic  Church  - 
"Saints  Behaving  Badly"  -  and  urban  legends. 

This  story  begins  in  Washington,  D.C.,  at  the  president's  deathbed  on  April  15,  1865,  and  ends  with  Lincoln's  final 
burial  on  Sept.  26,  1901,  in  a  steel  cage  under  a  concrete  bunker  in  Springfield,  III. 

By  the  end,  the  martyred  president  had  been  laid  to  rest  a  half-dozen  times.  Twice,  in  1887  and  1901,  the  inner 
lead  lining  of  Lincoln's  casket  was  peeled  back  for  identification  purposes  by  members  of  a  secret  society  that  was 
created  to  guard  Lincoln's  body  following  after  the  failed  grave  robbery. 

Both  times,  the  witnesses  remarked  on  the  bronze  color  of  the  dead  president's  face  and  how  it  resembled  a  statue 
on  the  monument  marking  his  grave  site  in  Springfield,  III. 

Following  the  botched  crime  in  1876,  paranoid  officials  wound  up  secretly  burying  Lincoln's  casket  in  the  damp  soil 
of  the  basement  of  the  monument,  rather  than  returning  it  to  the  white  marble  sarcophagus  that  originally  held  it. 
The  casket  remained  in  the  sandy  soil  for  several  years,  and  Craughwell  writes  that  if  the  public  had  known  at  the 
time,  it  would  have  been  a  huge  scandal. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  LIBRARY  OF 
CONGRESS 

On  Sept.  26,  1901,  a  crane  lifted  the  coffins 
of  the  Lincoln  family  from  their  temporary 
vault  for  reburial  in  the  reconstructed 
Lincoln  Monument  in  Springfiled,  III. 

'Stealing  Lincoln's  Body' 

by  Thomas  J.  Craughwell.  Harvard 
University  Press,  $25.  Available  in  April. 


When  Lincoln's  monument  required  rebuilding 
concrete. 


n  1901,  his  son  Robert  ordered  the  caskets  of  his  parents  encased  in 


The  inspiration  for  the  choice  was  George  Pullman,  the  railroad  car  manufacturer  who  had  died  in  1897.  Pullman's 
handling  of  a  labor  strike  in  1893  had  caused  him  to  fear  that  angry  workers  would  try  to  desecrate  his  body.  So, 
he  left  instructions  to  cover  his  burial  site  with  concrete. 

Robert  Lincoln  was  Pullman's  lawyer,  and  when  the  Lincoln  monument  needed  work  a  few  years  later,  Robert 
committed  the  ultimate  irony:  He  decided  to  protect  his  father,  one  of  the  most  beloved  men  in  American  history,  in 
the  same  fashion  chosen  by  one  of  the  most  despised  men  of  his  day. 

David  Elbert  can  be  reached  at  (515)  284-8533  or  delbert@dmreg.com 
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